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Message from the President: Transi on
Transi on is defined by Merriam – Webster Dic onary as “a passage from one state, stage,
subject, or place to another”. As we transi on to colder weather and se le into our school
rou nes, I hope this message finds you well. For many of us with loved ones on the au sm
spectrum we know that transi on and change can be diﬃcult for them.
Over the years we have seen many changes in how we help those with ASD manage stress
caused by transi ons. Visual schedules and three ringed binders filled with photos, words
and phrases are giving way to the use of technological aids, such as ipads and ipods. So while
it may be diﬃcult, we try to accept that change is a natural part of life and can even lead to
posi ve outcomes.
The world of au sm is always changing and evolving. Almost every day, new research emerges and shapes the way
we think about au sm. As one of the leading voices for au sm in Wisconsin, ASW strives to keep up with the always
changing landscape. This fall we were proud to announce the new webinar series through the Wisconsin Au sm
Leadership Network and hope to con nue to find ways to improve our programs for those aﬀected by au sm. We
want to hear from you. If you have ideas for improvement please join our leadership network and let us know!
ASW is also asking for your help as we begin to transi on to an electronic version of our newsle er, Connec ng
Wisconsin. We are asking those with access to email to please opt to receive an electronic version of the newsle er
instead of a paper copy. You can do this by emailing Kelly at asw@asw4au sm.org with “Electronic Newsle er” as
the subject. Please include your full name and the mailing address where your paper copy is currently being sent.
ASW is commi ed to ensuring that all families in Wisconsin have access to the newsle er and will con nue to send
paper copies to those who need them. However, with a growing mailing list we need to find ways to keep the cost of
the newsle er manageable. Thank you for helping us “go green”!
Your support over the years has been a great inspira on.
As we journey together on this road called au sm,
Dale Prahl
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New Services in Wisconsin's CLTS Medicaid Waiver
Bill Murray, Wisconsin DHS
The Wisconsin Children’s Long Term Support (CLTS) Medicaid Waivers program delivers a number of
supports to children with au sm spectrum disorders who meet all eligibility requirements. In late 2011 the
CLTS Waivers were required to submit a reapproval applica on with the Federal Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, and a er being approved, a number of new services are available for children with
au sm spectrum disorders.
The biggest change is the gradual elimina on of the former “Intensive In‐Home Au sm Treatment
Program,” which is being replaced by two new services, the Early Intensive Behavioral Interven on (EIBI)
service, and the Consulta ve Behavioral Interven on (CBI) service. A comparison of all three services
follows:
Intensive In‐Home

EIBI

CBI

LocaƟon of service

Primarily in the home
(especially to start)

Loca on deemed most
clinically appropriate

Loca on deemed most
clinically appropriate

Age requirements

Applica on must be approved
before the child turns eight

Applica on must be approved
before the child turns eight

Applica on must be approved
before the child turns eight

Hours per week

20‐35 includes travel and
staﬃng hours

30‐40 includes travel and
staﬃng hours

10‐20 includes travel and
staﬃng hours

Minimum required
treatment hours per
week
Other informaƟon

20

30

Being phased out and no
longer an op on for new
families on the State waitlist

‐‐‐

10
Also includes the op on of
respite and/or treatment –
related adap ve aids

These changes were made to align services for children with au sm with recent research into what is known
to be most eﬀec ve for children of diﬀerent ages. While both EIBI and CBI services are available to eligible
children, families will want to talk to their treatment provider and carefully consider the details of both
services specific to their child’s needs.
Another new service is Mentoring, available in the “ongoing” phase of the CLTS Waivers. This service is
designed to deliver adult‐supervised supports to improve the child’s ability to interact in their community in
socially appropriate ways. The mentor can assist the child in such areas as peer interac on, social/
recrea onal opportuni es, and employability skill‐building opportuni es. The mentor supports the child by
prac cing, modeling, guiding and shadowing them in the community, providing assistance as needed across
real‐life situa ons.
The process for determining eligibility and applying for CLTS Waiver funding has not changed and starts with
your county human service organiza on. This informa on can be found here:
h p://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/children/clts/waiver/family/apply.htm.
If you have ques ons about this, please contact your county human service organiza on directly.

Connecting Wisconsin:
Autism Society of Wisconsin Newsletter

Connect on the web!

www.asw4autism.org

Pg 2

Fall 2012

Par cipate in Research, UW Madison—Waisman Center
Families of Adolescents with Au sm Spectrum
Disorder

Language and A en on Project
We are recrui ng 8 to 11 year olds with:
 a diagnosed au sm spectrum disorder (e.g., Au sm,
PDD‐NOS, Asperger's) OR
 a language delay (without other developmental
concerns)
Par cipa on in our study about thinking and language skills
involves several visits to the Waisman Center to complete
computer and book ac vi es. Families will be compensated
for their par cipa on. All visits will take place at the
Waisman Center, 1500 Highland Ave., Madison, WI.
For more informa on, or to find out if your child is eligible,
contact the Language Processes Lab: 608‐263‐3123. This
study is being conducted by principal inves gators Dr. Susan
Ellis Weismer and Dr. Margarita Kaushanskaya and has been
approved by the ins tu onal review board at
UW‐Madison.

We are recrui ng families for an educa on and support
program for families of adolescents with ASD between the
ages of 14 and 17. Parents will a end weekly group mee ngs
with other families to receive informa on on transi on
planning and other topics and to problem solve specific
concerns. At the same me, teens will par cipate in a weekly
social group with other teens on the spectrum. The study will
consist of ini al and exit interviews for parents and teens and
8 weekly group sessions.
To par cipate, the teenager with ASD needs to live at home,
currently be enrolled in school, and primarily be a ending
general educa on classes. To find out more, please contact
Leann E. Smith, PhD at the Waisman Center at the University
of Wisconsin‐Madison
(608) 890‐1390 orlsmith@waisman.wisc.edu.
Language Use in Boys with Au sm or Fragile X
Syndrome

LINGO
Par cipate in LINGO, a research study about word learning
and visual a en on in children with au sm. We are
currently recrui ng: 4‐ to 7‐year‐old children with a
diagnosis of an au sm spectrum disorder 2‐ to 7‐year‐old
typically developing children.
For more informa on, please contact:
Courtney E. Venker, MA, CCC‐SLP Speech‐Language
Pathologist Doctoral Student Dept. of Communica ve
Disorders cgerickson@wisc.edu 608‐890‐4826
Principal Inves gator, Language Processes Lab: Susan Ellis
Weismer, PhD
Twins Au sm Project
Headed by Professor Hill Goldsmith, the Twin Au sm Project
is recrui ng twins, 2 – 21 years old, in which one or both
twins has au sm or au sm spectrum condi on and lives
anywhere in Wisconsin (or was born in Wisconsin). Goals of
this study include understanding why some mes twins in a
pair diﬀer in whether they are both au s c or in the nature
of their au sm. How au sm diﬀers in males and females,
how sensory issues relate to au sm, and how speech/motor
issues relate to au sm are all subjects of the project.

The Communica on in Fragile X and Au sm Lab is recrui ng
boys with fragile X syndrome and au sm for a study on
language development. Boys should be between 9 and 16
years of age, and speaking in at least 2‐3 word phrases. The
purpose of this research is to be er understand how children
with fragile X and children with au sm use language.
Par cipants will complete standardized tests, a conversa on
language sample, as well as an au sm diagnos c evalua on.
Parents will complete an interview about their son's
behaviors and communica on abili es. All of the tes ng is
done at the Waisman Center, and can be scheduled at your
convenience. Travel costs (e.g., flights, mileage, hotel) will be
paid for by the project, and families receive $25 for
par cipa on.
For more informa on or to see if your son is eligible please
contact Audra Sterling or Susen Schroeder. Susen Schroeder,
M.S. sschroeder@waisman.wisc.edu
(608) 263‐5145
Audra Sterling, PhD. asterling@waisman.wisc.edu
(608) 265‐ 6901

Contact us toll free at 1‐866‐230‐2560 or via e‐
mail, wisconsintwins@waisman.wisc.edu
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Support the Autism Society of Wisconsin by shopping online!
The Au sm Society of Wisconsin is par cipa ng in a new fundraising program. We now have our own shopping portal
through shop.com featuring thousands of partner stores like Walmart, JCPenney, Best Buy, Apple, Home Depot and
many more. When you make a purchase through the ASW portal, www.shop.com/asw, the Au sm Society of Wisconsin
will receive royal es. By making your regular purchases through our website you can help
support our organiza on!
The benefits don’t stop there. You can earn up to 35% cash back on qualified purchases and
you earn 0.5% cash back on the purchases of everyone you refer to our website. Now, you can
take advantage of the ease and convenience of Internet shopping to buy the products and
services you want, while feeling good about suppor ng The Au sm Society of Wisconsin.
Learn about the features of www.shop.com/asw by watching this YouTube video: h p://youtu.be/aBaLuXYm_N4

Getting Started is Easy!
1) Visit our website at www.shop.com/asw
2) Register as a Preferred Customer


Click “Sign in” in the upper right hand corner



Select the “No I am a new customer” op on



Follow the prompts

3) Click on “BFF” on the right side to download your “ShopBuddy.” If you forget to sign in to
your WWW.SHOP.COM/ASW account before you start shopping online at any site, your
ShopBuddy will let you know if you can shop through the ASW site so you won’t lose out on
cash back or on benefi ng The Au sm Society of Wisconsin.
4)

Go Shopping

5) Ques ons? Contact ASW’s Shop Consultant, Sharon Kno at Sharon@incomefornonprofits.com

Our new fundraising website has a variety of benefits.




Check out the Hot Deals page to get access to coupons and exclusive deals to help you save even more.
Go to the Partner Stores page to find specific stores that you’d like to shop from.
Use the Search feature at the top of the page to search over 35 million diﬀerent products and services for
things you’relooking for.
 Find the perfect gi in our Gi Ideas area.


Look for the
icon to find out exactly how much cash back you’ll earn from purchases made from that
store or on a par cular product.
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2013 Annual Conference Call for Presentations
“Bridging to the Future: Autism Across the Lifespan”
The Au sm Society of Wisconsin brings together a wide range of people to share and discuss strategies and
treatments for au sm spectrum disorders. Our goal is to try to provide informa on for people new to au sm at
a beginner level and those who have more experience at the intermediate and advanced levels. Presenta ons
are on Friday and Saturday las ng one hour and fi een minutes each. We are especially encouraging proposals
regarding adults on the spectrum, those with classic au sm and ac vi es for youth on the spectrum. Please
consider sharing your exper se with us!
To keep the conference fee within the budget of the par cipants, we cannot pay an honorarium or expenses.
For presenta ons submi ed with more than one presenter, a presenter must be designated as the Key
Presenter. The KEY presenter may a end the day of their presenta on for free. If a ending any other days,
regular conference fees apply. There is no discount for co‐presenters. Par cipants a ending appreciate clear
topic descrip ons. Actual breakout session MUST coincide with the descrip on provided in the proposal.
DEADLINE to submit proposals: Monday, NOVEMBER 5th, 2012 at 12PM.
Conference Details:
ASW 2013 Annual Conference
Kalahari Resort & Conven on Center
Wisconsin Dells, WI
April 18th‐20th, 2013
The Call for Presenta ons form is available at www.asw4au sm.org/pdf/2013_Call_for_proposals.pdf
Please EMAIL or FAX completed forms to:
Melissa Penasa: mpenasa@asw4au sm.org, Fax # (920) 278‐1496
If you have any ques ons call (920) 973‐6636.

Autism Society of Wisconsin Board of Directors
Call for Nominations
Nomina ons are being accepted for 2013 ASW Board of Directors. Any ASW member
in good standing may nominate a candidate by mailing a le er to the Nomina ng Commi ee,
postmarked no later than January 11, 2013.
Mail to: Nomina ng Commi ee, c/o ASW, 1477 Kenwood Drive, Menasha, WI 54952.
Elec on ballots will be available at the annual mee ng. For informa on on absentee ballots, contact the
ASW oﬃce no later than 45 days before the annual mee ng (April 19, 2013). Newly elected directors serve
three years, beginning with the ASW spring quarterly mee ng.
Connecting Wisconsin:
Autism Society of Wisconsin
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ASW 2013 Annual Conference, April 18−20, 2013
Kalahari Resorts, WI Dells
Thursday, April 18th

Friday, April 19th

Preconference Workshop, Patrick Schwarz
“Just Give Him the Whale”

Opening Keynote, Chantal Sicile-Kira
“Finding Our Way Together: Creating
Positive Outcomes.”

Using authentic student examples, participants will
discover how to make the most of fascinations,
passions and interest areas to help learners they
support. Areas included will be learning standardsbased academic content, developing social
connections, minimizing anxiety, boosting literacy
learning and mathematics skills, expanding
communication skills and much more!

Drawing from her personal and professional
experiences, Chantal shares insights and hard-won
wisdom on how different professionals (including
parents) with differing viewpoints can come together
as a team to move towards a common goal. Her
inspiring message reminds us that although we may
each be unique, together we can create the change
that we want to see.

3rd Annual Wisconsin Leadership Summit

Saturday, April 20th

The Wisconsin Autism Leadership Summit is a
statewide training and networking opportunity
promoting grassroots efforts for individuals on the
spectrum, their families, and others who support them.
This training is provided on the pre-conference day of
the ASW annual conference and is offered at no cost
in collaboration with ASW, local chapters and
Wisconsin-FACETS. We are looking for participation
from all counties. Stay tuned for registration materials.

Closing Keynote, Barb & Stefan Kavan
“Educating Trainman.”

Barb and Stefan will present strategies for working
with students on the spectrum, how to address
behaviors, and share evidence-based practices that
will make students more successful in the classroom.
The message and story focuses on acceptance and
developing friendships through special interests.

There will be breakout sessions Friday and Saturday on topics such as education, intervention,
youth activities and more! There will also be an extensive exhibit hall, bookstore, ASW annual
bucket raffle, favorite things/art display, essay award presentation, along with a Friday evening
reception including a talent show and dance!! This event is a great opportunity for parents,
educators and professionals to gather under one roof.

We hope to see you there!

Early Bird Registration is now OPEN!
Take advantage of the reduced conference rates before December 21! You’ll also find
exhibitor forms and advertisement and sponsorship information

**NEW** Register ONLINE!
http://www.asw4autism.org/conferences_workshops.html
Questions? Call 920-973-6636 or email mpenasa@asw4autism.org
Connecting Wisconsin:
Autism Society of Wisconsin Newsletter
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2013 Annual Conference Early Bird Registration Form
April 18th-20th
Registra on Form

Payment Information

(Please print. Use only one form per person)

(Please check accordingly and provide all of the appropriate information)

Name: ____________________________________
Address: __________________________________
City: ______________________________________
State: _______________

Zip: ______________

County: _________________________
Phone: (_____) _____________________________
Email: ____________________________________
(Provide for confirmation of registration)

Non-Member
☐April 18-20 $215.00
☐April 18-19 $175.00
☐April 19-20 $175.00
☐Single Day $130.00
(☐Thurs. ☐Fri. ☐Sat)

Person with ASD
☐April 18-20 $90.00
☐April 18-19 $75.00
☐April 19-20 $75.00
☐Single Day $60.00
(☐Thurs. ☐Fri. ☐Sat)

Support Person
☐April 18-20 $90.00
☐April 18-19 $75.00
☐April 19-20 $75.00
☐Single Day $60.00
(☐Thurs. ☐Fri. ☐Sat)
Name of person with ASD you
are supporting at the
conference:
____________________
Registration fees AFTER December 21st, 2012
ASW Member
Non-Member
April 18-20
$200.00
April 18-20
$240.00
April 18-19
$155.00
April 18-19
$190.00
April 19-20
$155.00
April 19-20
$190.00
Single Day
$110.00
Single Day
$140.00
Person with ASD
April 18-20
$90.00
April 18-19
$75.00
April 19-20
$75.00
Single Day
$60.00
Connecting Wisconsin:
Autism Society of Wisconsin

☐ Check #: _____________________________
Amount: $____________________
Credit Card:
☐ VISA ☐ DISCOVER ☐ MASTERCARD
Card Number: ____________________________
Expiration Date: ___________ CVV Code:______
(3-digit code on back of card)

Amount: $________________

Registrations received by December 21st, 2012 will receive
the following rate. Please check the box accordingly from
the options below:
ASW Member
☐April 18-20 $175.00
☐April 18-19 $140.00
☐April 19-20 $140.00
☐Single Day $100.00
(☐Thurs ☐Fri ☐Sat)

☐ Purchase Order #: ______________________
Amount: $____________________

Cardholder’s Name: ________________________
(Please print as it appears on the card)

Authorized
Signature: ________________________________

PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY:
Educator
Administrator
EC
K-12
Post-Secondary
Special Educator
Regular Educator

Parent
Family Member
Person with ASD
SLP
OT
PT
Other___________

Lunch will be provided THURSDAY ONLY. Conference
participants will be on their own all other times during the
conference. Please list any dietary restrictions below and
submit by March 15th, 2013.
Dietary Restrictions:
____________________________________________
(Please specify: vegetarian, vegan, or gluten free)

*If you require assistance to fully participate in this
conference, ASW requires notification upon registration.

Support Person
April 18-20
$90.00
April 18-19
$75.00
April 19-20
$75.00
Single Day
$60.00

MAIL OR FAX COMPLETED FORM TO:
ASW Conference
P.O. Box 66, De Pere, WI, 54115
Fax: 920-278-1496
Questions? Call Melissa at (920) 973-6636
Email:mpenasa@asw4autism.org
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CHAPTER EVENTS
Fox Valley

Southeast Wisconsin

ASFV Parent‐Educator Workshop

Our morning coﬀee support group will meet at our oﬃce in
Franklin on Thursday, November 1, and Thursday December
6th, from 9:30 to 11:30. No registra on required. Join us for
support, laughs, and donuts!

An Overview of Peer Support and Understanding Programs for
Children on the Au sm Spectrum: Which Approach Might be
Right for Your Child?
Speakers: Diane Nackers, Speech and Language Pathologist,
Hortonville Public Schools and Peggy Bartman, Occupa onal
Therapist
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012
Time: 6:30 ‐ 8:30pm
Place: Auditorium ‐ Miron Construc on Headquarters
1471 McMahon Road Neenah, WI 54956
Cost: Free!

Our “New to Au sm” workshop will be presented at the
Early Childhood Center, 2015 Franklin Street in Racine on
November 8that 9:30am. This two hour workshop provides
basic au sm informa on and resources to help you and
your family get started on the path to a be er life. While no
one can predict what your child will be like as an adult, we
can oﬀer informa on on evidence‐based prac ces: solid
informa on that can help you and your child. Children with
au sm CAN learn and grow into wonderful adults.

** WE WILL BE TAKING REGISTRATION FOR THIS EVENT!
h p://www.focol.org/asfv/register.htm
Visit www.focol.org/asfv or e‐mail Peggy Bartman
at peggybartman1@gmail.com.

November 17th: Learn about recent changes to the
Children’s Long Term Support Waiver, including new
treatment op ons for children with au sm spectrum
disorders. Implica ons for children and their families will be
discussed, including some examples of what treatment will
look like and how to stay abreast of your child's progress
once in treatment. Our presenters are Bill Murray and Julie
Bryda from the Wisconsin Department of Health Services.
Saturday, November 17th, 9:30am to 11:30am at Nicolet
High School, 6701 N Jean Nicolet Rd., in Glendale.

Lakeshore

Northeast Wisconsin

Diane and Peggy will provide an overview of the literature on
peer support programs and take a look at the many programs,
books and videos available to enhance peer understanding
and social interac on.
Cer ficates of A endance will be provided

New!
A second family support group started in September: They
meet the same 3rd Tuesday of each month from 9:30AM ‐
10:30AM at Harmony Cafe 1660 W. Mason St., Green Bay.

You Aut To Eat Pizza;
Kind of Cheesy, But So Is Pizza!
Come Support ASL by ea ng at
The Pizza Ranch!
When: November 5th, 2012
Time: 4:30PM‐7:30PM

For more informa on email administrator@asnew.org .

Where: Pizza Ranch 3212 Calumet Ave, Manitowoc

South Central Wisconsin
Au sm 101 Class
November 28, 6:30‐8:30 pm
Midvale Lutheran Community Church, 4329 Tokay Blvd,
Madison, WI (Room 131 on main level)

Manitowoc Monthly Mee ng
Sleep Disorders, Presented by Tricia Gonzalez, MA,
River Hill Psychological Associates.
When: November 15, 6:30‐8:30pm
St. James Episcopal Church, 434 N. 8th Street, Manitowoc
Ms. Gonzalez will give us an overview about sleep disorders;
what are they, what do they look like, and how they aﬀect people
on the spectrum.

Connecting Wisconsin:
Autism Society of Wisconsin Newsletter

When a child is first diagnosed with an Au sm Spectrum
Disorder (ASD), most parents aren’t exactly sure what this
means. It is diﬃcult to explain your child and ASD to others if
you don’t understand him or her yourself. At this session,
learn about ASD, discuss paren ng issues and discover how
the Au sm Society of South Central Wisconsin can provide
informa on, resources and support. Email
au smmadison@gmail.com for more informa on.
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CHAPTER INFORMATION
Fox Valley (ASFV)
Website: www.focol.org/asfv
Email: asfv@hotmail.com

South Central WI
Website: au smsouthcentral.org
Email: au smmadison@gmail.com

The ASFV parent support group meets year‐round on the 2nd
Sunday of each month from 6:00‐7:30 pm.
At the HARMONY CAFÉ, 233 E. College Ave Appleton. For
informa on contact asfv@hotmail.com.

Support Group mee ngs are on the third Tuesday of every
other month (January, March, May, July, September,
November) from 7‐9 p.m. at Midvale Community
Lutheran Church, 4329 Tokay Blvd, (corner of Midvale and
Tokay) in Madison.

ASFV has an ac ve monthly Teen Social Group! For
informa on, contact Peggy at peggybartman1@gmail.com or
phone (920) 725‐8613.

The South Central chapter oﬀers an Au sm 101 Class for
parents and families new to the diagnosis of au sm.

ASFV oﬀers Parent/Educator workshops. For more
informa on visit www.focol.org/asfv.

For more informa on visit au smsouthcentral.org,
or call( 608) 213‐8519 .

Lakeshore (ASL)
Website: h p://au smlakeshore.org/
Email au smlakeshore@a .net.

Southeast Wisconsin (ASSEW)
Website: www.assew.org
Email: info@assew.org

Manitowoc Mee ngs are the third Thursday of each month
(September thru May) at St. James Episcopal Church, 434 N.
8th Street, 6:30‐8:30 pm. Enter using the 8th Street door at
the bo om of the stairs. Childcare is available. For further
informa on contact the oﬃce at 920‐652‐0964 or
au smlakeshore@a .net.

Morning Coﬀee Parent’s Support Group is for all parents
‐ including parents of adults on the spectrum. Held on the
1st Thursday of each month during the school year (see
our newsle er or online calendar) at the ASSEW oﬃce,
9:30 ‐ 11:30 a.m. Coﬀee and pastries served.

Sheboygan’s Satellite Group is currently discon nuing their
monthly mee ngs at Wilson Elementary School.
Sheboygan Liaison, Cindy Balaban, who served the
Sheboygan Satellite group for seven great years is stepping
down. If anyone feels they want to step up into this posi on
please call the oﬃce (920) 652‐0964 or email us.

Chippewa Valley (CVAS)
Website: h p://cvaswi.webs.com/
Email: au smsocietychippewavalley@yahoo.com

Adults On The Spectrum Support Group is for adults of all
ages with high‐func oning au sm and Asperger
Syndrome. The group meets the 3rd Wednesday evening
of each month at the ASSEW oﬃce from 6:30 ‐ 8:30 p.m.
Light refreshments served.
The ASSEW oﬃce is at 9733 W. St. Mar ns Road
(Hwy 100 just south of Loomis), Franklin, WI.
A monthly workshop series is oﬀered through ASSEW. For
topics and dates visit www.assew.org or call
(414) 427‐9345

The Chippewa Valley chapter sends out informa on packets
and a quarterly newsle er. For more informa on, contact
Sherri Linderman at (715) 835‐7602.

Northeast (ASNEW)
Website: www.asnew.org
Email: administrator@asnew.org
ASNEW meets from 6:00‐7:30PM the third Tuesday of
most months at Harmony Cafe, 1660 W. Mason St.
Green Bay, WI.
Adults with Asperger Syndrome support group meets on
the first Monday of each month from 6:00PM ‐ 7:30PM at
Harmony Cafe on W. Mason St.
For more informa on call (920) 264‐8067.
Connecting Wisconsin:
Autism Society of Wisconsin

ASCW (Central WI area)
Website: www.wausau.k12.wi.us/east/Student%20Files/
Au sm/Au sm.htm
Email: au smsocietycw@gmail.com

ASCW meets the first Thursday of each month. Mee ngs
coincide with the school calendar year. Mee ngs are held
at St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 600 Stevens Drive,
Wausau, at 6:30 pm. Mee ngs vary between family
support, speakers, and business mee ngs.
ASCW can be reached at :
P.O. Box 1832
Wausau, WI 54402
(715)359‐0886 or (715) 845‐5524
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Wisconsin Au sm Leadership Network Spotlight
Legal Concepts for Nonprofits
By: Courtney Salzer, Esq.
Leadership can take many diﬀerent formats. Some of the individuals par cipa ng in the WI Au sm
Leadership Network may already be leaders in their communi es or organiza ons. And
others may be looking for a new or first‐ me leadership experience. Regardless of where
you are in your evolu on as a leader, there is an incredible amount of informa on
available that can empower you to be a more dynamic, eﬀec ve leader. Legal informa on
is o en mes forgo en about in leadership prepara on, but it is cri cal that leaders
understand some of the legal fundamentals that underpin all nonprofit organiza ons. By
understanding how nonprofits come into existence and how they are to be governed, the
leaders who interact with those organiza ons are be er able support and grow the
mission of organiza on. The webinar, “Where the Law Comes From & Nonprofit Types and Governance”,
was designed to help individuals understand: the diﬀerences between nonprofit classifica ons; ar cles of
incorpora on; bylaws; legal responsibili es of boards of directors; and a host of other “essen al”
founda onal issues.
Reflec ons from the Au sm Society of the Fox Valley
By Diane Nackers, MS CCC‐SLP
ASFV, President
I par cipated in the first webinar in the WI Au sm Leadership Network webinar series presented by
Courtney Salzer of WI FACETS. The webinar oﬀered non ‐ profit organiza ons valuable advice, easy to
understand handouts, a common sense checklist to ensure good board prac ces, and specific informa on
for directors and oﬃcers about insurance policies. As the president of the Au sm Society of the Fox Valley
(ASFV), I thought the webinar was very beneficial.
I presented the informa on to our board, having them give careful considera on to the good prac ce
checklist. As a full‐ me speech therapist that has a passion for being an ac ve par cipant on the ASFV
board of directors, I pride myself in analyzing what works and what needs improvement. We followed the
10 key points to review our mee ngs, commi ees, agendas, and job descrip ons. We were able to have
produc ve discussions to help our mee ngs run more eﬃciently and learned there is a need to follow up
with a new strategic plan so our membership can con nue to grow.
The ar cle tled, “Nonprofit Bylaws: What to Include and What to Leave Out”, by Ellis Carter added to my
limited knowledge base for wri ng and amending the chapter’s bylaws. By following the steps for bylaw
review, our board was able to amend our bylaws with posi ve feedback and eﬃciency. We will be
presen ng the changes to our members at our annual mee ng.

“Where the Law Comes From & Nonprofit Types and Governance” has been archived on the Wisconsin
Au sm Leadership Network (WALN) yahoo group, along with the handouts referenced. Please visit the
WALN webpage for instruc ons on how to join the yahoo group.
h p://www.asw4au sm.org/waln.html
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Membership Application

For office use only
Date Rec’d_________
Check # __________
Amount $ _________

Date of Application_______________________
Name ________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address __________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ________________________________________ Phone (
Email _________________________________________

) _______________________

ASW is going green! To receive a printed copy of the newsletter, please check here

The Autism Society of Wisconsin (ASW) shares membership with the local Autism Society chapters listed below. By checking a
local chapter, you will join both the state and local chapter and receive member benefits from both. To become a member of only
the state chapter, leave this section blank. To become a member of the Autism Society of America, the Autism Society of South
Central Wisconsin and the Autism Society of Southeastern Wisconsin and to find out more about their membership benefits,
please contact them separately.

Autism Society of the Fox Valley (ASFV)
Outagamie, Winnebago, Calumet, Fond du Lac and
Waupaca Counties

Autism Society of Central Wisconsin (ASCW)
Clark, Forest, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Oneida, Portage,
Price, Taylor and Wood Counties.

Autism Society of the Lakeshore (ASL)
Manitowoc, Sheboygan, Calumet, Kewaunee and Door
Counties

Chippewa Valley Autism Society (CVAS)
Sawyer, Polk, Barron, Rusk, St. Croix, Dunn, Chippewa, Pierce,
Pepin, Eau Claire, Buffalo, Trempealeau and Jackson Counties.

Autism Society of Northeast Wisconsin
(ASNEW)
Brown, Shawano, Oconto, Florence, Menomonie and
Marinette Counties.

Autism Society of South Central Wisconsin,
autismsouthcentral.org or autismmadison@gmail.com
Autism Society of Southeastern Wisconsin, www.assew.org
or (414) 427-9345.
Autism Society of America, www.autism-society.org or
1-800-3-autism.

Membership Categories : Individual ($12) _____ Family ($15) _____

New Member _____

Renewing Member_____

(Select one)

(Select one)

_____Bill my Master Card/VISA Card #____________________________________ Exp Date____________
_____Check enclosed, check #______________
_____Enclosed is a $10 contribution towards the cost of the newsletter—thank you!
Additional contribution (tax deductible).
_____ $25

_____$50

_____$100

_____ $ (Other)

Please send your completed membership form and payment to:

Autism Society of Wisconsin
1477 Kenwood Drive
Menasha, WI 54952
Fax (920) 558-4611

If you have questions, email ASW at asw@asw4autism.org or call 888-428-8476.
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Am I a Member? Email Kelly at
asw@asw4autism.org or call 920558-4602.

ASW Quarterly Board Meeting will be
held on Saturday, January 19, 2013.

Board of Directors
President
Dale Prahl
President Elect
Michele Matz
Secretary
Sharon Hammer
Treasurer
Mike Riemer
Past President
Linda Breuer
Members At Large
Judy Endow
Peggy Helm-Quest
Bob Johnston
Milana Millan
Robert Peyton
Nelsinia Wroblewski

ASW STAFF
Executive Director
Kirsten Cooper

Fox Valley
Michele Matz
Lakeshore
Kelly Shariff
Northeast WI
Mike Riemer
Southeast WI
Alan Forbes
Chippewa Valley
Kellie Sopata
Central WI
Tom Miller
South Central WI

Events Coordinator
Melissa Penasa

Office Manager
Kelly Brodhagen
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Address Update
Please cut out or photocopy the mailing label and send/fax (920-558-4611) with
corrections to ASW.
___ Please remove my name from your mailing list.
___ Please change my address as indicated.
___ I am receiving duplicate newsletters.

*** If you would like an electronic copy sent to
your email address instead, please email
asw@asw4autism.org ******
Newsletter Submissions
Contributions to help support the ASW Newsletter are welcome! Articles of interest,
stories/poetry of persons with autism, book reviews, chapter reports and upcoming
conferences are accepted via email or mail for submission to the newsletter.
Submissions can be sent to: Kelly Brodhagen, ASW Editor, 1477 Kenwood Drive,
Menasha, WI 54952; email asw@asw4autism.org. Telephone: (888) 4-AUTISM
Fax: (920) 558-4611
Submissions deadlines are January 7, April 7, July 7 & October 7.
Articles from this newsletter may be reprinted, giving credit to the author and ASW.
Please send a copy of the publication using the article to ASW office.
The ASW attempts to provide information on a variety of subjects. We do not
endorse any individuals, groups or programs. References regarding programs,
meetings, resources, research, opinions, treatment, etc., should not be interpreted
as an indication of endorsement, but for informational purposes only. Responsibility
for accuracy of information remains that of the author of the article.
The ASW Editorial Review Board reserves the right to edit or refuse submissions.
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