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In This Issue: 
ASW ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

MAY 3-5, 2012 

Hyatt Hotel/KI Convention Center, 

Green Bay 

Registration deadline—April 20! 

ASW Annual Meeting, Friday, May 4, 2012 

4:45 pm. All ASW Members are  

welcome to attend! 

Message from the President 
April is Autism Awareness Month! 
 
As parents of children with autism, many of us began raising awareness by 
answering the simple question, “What is autism?” with a not so simple answer. 
We’ve spent hours helping other people understand what autism is and how it 
relates to our own child’s unique characteristics. Many parents have taken the 
extra step in raising awareness by speaking to groups and organizations about 
autism. Raising awareness has been a goal for many of us, personally and 
professionally. 
The Autism Society of Wisconsin (ASW) has always done its best to be a 
leader in raising awareness by providing the most current information about 
autism. We do this by answering phone calls, exhibiting at conferences, 
providing a quarterly newsletter and hosting conferences. This year’s 
conference, May 3rd – 5th in Green Bay, will once again provide current 
speakers, relevant information and plenty of networking opportunities, as it 
has in the past. In another effort to stay current and provide relevant information, ASW will be unveiling a 
new website this month. Stop by and take a look! www.asw4autism.org 
Whether it’s by wearing a puzzle piece pin, telling your story, contacting your legislator or posting about 
autism on a social media site, you can help raise awareness about autism. And while we’re raising awareness 
and asking others to understand what autism is, I challenge us to take it a step further – let’s ask for 
acceptance too. Let’s take advantage of April, come together and celebrate the ways individuals on the autism 
spectrum contribute to our lives.  
As I’ve said many time over the years, do what you can, no matter how big or small.  
 

Dale Prahl3-OTEL SIERRA/KI CONVENTION CENTER, GREEN BAY, WISCONSIN 

http://www.asw4autism.org
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Making our Voices Heard!  
 

As April approaches, it is exciting to hear about all the activities being planned 
across Wisconsin during Autism Awareness month. April brings great opportunities 
for everyone to get out and talk about autism to neighbors, co-workers and even 
legislators! The Autism Society of Wisconsin has participated in several activities to 
raise awareness and advocate for families affected by autism so far in 2012.  
In February, representatives from Wisconsin traveled to Washington D.C. for an 
afternoon on Capitol Hill. Kirsten Cooper, Executive Director of the Autism Society 
of Wisconsin, Emily Levine, Executive Director of the Autism Society of 
Southeastern Wisconsin and Lynn Stansberry-Brusnahan, Board of Directors of the 
Autism Society of Southeastern Wisconsin joined together to meet with Wisconsin 
legislators and their staff. Meetings focused on strengthening legislative 
relationships and raising awareness about issues important to families affected by 
autism.  The trip to D.C. also brought the opportunity to meet with other chapter 

leaders in the nation to share and 
brainstorm ideas for moving Autism 
Society chapters forward.  
 
In March, the Autism Society of Wisconsin participated in advocacy closer to 
home by attending Disability Advocacy Day, hosted by the Survival Coalition. 
More than 200 advocates attended the day to talk with their legislators 
about current issues like the Family Care and IRIS Caps and Expansion, 
People First Language in State 
Statutes, Seclusion and Restraint in 
Schools and the Special Needs 
Voucher Bill.  

 
The Autism Society of Wisconsin is a member of the Survival Coalition, a 
cross-disability coalition of more than 40 state and local organizations and 
groups. For more than 20 years, Survival has been focused on changing and 
improving policies and practices that support people with disabilities of all 
ages to be full participants in community life. For more information about 
how you can get involved in advocacy, visit the Survival Coalition’s website, 
www.survivalcoalitionwi.org or sign up for the DAWN email action network 
and take action about the issues you care about! www.dawninfo.org/ea/dawnform.cfm 
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ASW 2012 Annual Conference 
May 3-5 Green Bay, WI 

Hyatt Hotel/KI Convention Center 

For detailed conference 
information & registration 
forms visit our website at: 

www.asw4autism.org  

OR 

Contact Melissa Penasa at 
mpenasa@asw4autism.org 

(920) 973-6636 

Registration deadline:  
April 20th! 

 

The Wisconsin Autism 
Leadership Summit is a FREE 
training & networking 
opportunity promoting 
grassroots efforts for 
individuals on the spectrum, 
their families, and others who 
support them. 

SIGN UP NOW! 

 

Breakout Session Strands: 
 Education 

 Across the Lifespan 
 Intervention 

 Home & Community 

 Youth Activities 

 Classic Autism (NEW!) 
 

 

Also at the conference: 

*ASW RAFFLE!* 

 *EXHIBITORS!* 

*CONFERENCE 

BOOKSTORE!* 

 
Thursday, May 3rd  
 Preconference with Kari Dunn Baron—“When My Worries Get 

TOO Big.” 
 2nd Annual Wisconsin Autism Leadership Summit (FREE!) 
 3rd Annual Educator’s Networking Reception. 
Friday, May 4th 
 “Wretches & Jabberers”—Larry & Tracy with Pascal & Harvey. 
 Morning & afternoon breakout sessions. 
 Talent Show and Dance with Doug from 95.9 KISS FM. 
Saturday, May 5th  
 Breakout sessions throughout the morning. 
 Essay Award Presentation. 
 Nicole Beurkens, “Getting to the “Core” of Autism Spectrum 

Disorders: Strategies for Improving Communication, Behaviors, 
and Relationships.” 

 

“Wretches & Jabberers” Film Screening, Thursday May 3rd, 6:30PM. 
Q&A session with Larry and Tracy, Pascal and Harvey from W&J on Friday, 

May 4th at 1:30 PM. 
 

Neville Public Museum Field Trip, Friday May 4th at 1:30PM.  Registration 
forms available on the ASW website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Practical Solutions for Life and Learning with Autism”  

Monona Terrace Community and Convention Center, Madison, WI 

RECENTLY 
ADDED! 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

ASW 2012 Fall Conference 

Monday, September 17th 

Judy Endow presents: 
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Airport Thievery By Judy Endow, ASW Board Member 
 

For most of my life airports have befuddled me.  It didn’t so much matter 
earlier in my life because the only time I used an airport was to go to visit 
my parents in another state.  Back then, before we had the heightened 
security of today, people were allowed to meet passengers as they stepped 
off the plane which allowed me to simply follow them through the airport 
without needing to concern myself with the confusion all around me. 
 
Then, airport security changed.  People picking up passengers could no 
longer go through the security checkpoint.  I had to figure out how to 
navigate on my own from deplaning to the checkpoint.  No problem yet!  I 
only needed to know one airport and since I had made my way through this 
airport numerous times I knew the route.  Eventually I was able to get 
myself all the way to the luggage retrieval carrousel and exit the door to 
curbside pick up at my one familiar airport. 
 
Then came a wrinkle in my navigation.  I met a friend who lived in Kansas City. This was a much smaller 
airport, but size wasn't a factor – familiarity was the comfort factor.  This new airport was novel.  “NO, NO, 
NO!” is how I react to anything novel!  Even though I had just passed 50, I felt I did not have the experience 
to navigate a strange airport on my own. 
 
My friend assured me I could do this.  “It will be ok,” she encouraged.  “You only have to walk a few steps.  
Just follow the other passengers. It is impossible to get lost.  I will be right there waiting for you.”  Sounds 
really simple.  Not so, I knew.  A confounding factor is that I have poor face recognition, especially in crowds 
of people.  Even though I knew my friend would be waiting I also knew that I wouldn’t recognize her.  We 
made the plan that she would say, “Hello, Judy Endow. It’s Brenda Myles.”  The plan worked.  
 
Good thing because I soon began to be invited to speak in places that required me to fly.  Each time was so 
nerve-wracking for me until one day my friend Brenda explained to me how airports are all laid out the same 
way.  Even though the floor plans of each airport is different, they all have check in, security, departure gates, 
luggage pick up places, etc.   
 
Once the rhyme and reason of airport layout was pointed out to me it made sense.  There was a familiar 
pattern that I could count on.  I felt a bit stupid for not ever having realized this, but that is the way my autism 
plays out for me.  This sort of ordinary information that most people just automatically pick up often needs to 
be directly pointed out to me.  Once this information is directly taught, I totally get it and never again need to 
be told.  And so it was with airports. 
 
Today I fly all over the country and no longer get anxious about navigating an airport.  Besides having 
learned the general components of airports and how they are set up I have also learned that I can ask for 
directions if I should get lost inside an airport.  In addition I have learned to look for signage inside an airport.  
Again, I didn’t know to do so until it was directly pointed out to me.  It is another one of those things most 
people just seem to know, but doesn’t come naturally to me.  Just so you don’t get the idea that I have an 
intellectual disability, I would like to insert here that I got a near perfect score on the ACT when I took it in my 
30’s.  My difficulties have nothing to do with lack of intelligence, but everything to do with my autism 
neurology! 
 
Besides becoming successful in airports around the country, I now go out of the country and have added the 
passport and customs protocol to my repertoire of airport navigation.  The first time I went on an international 
flight all by myself I was nervous about checking in using my passport.  This was something new.  I detest 
new things!   
 
I arrived at my hometown airport plenty early, approached the self-check in kiosk and followed the directions.  
During the process a directive flashed on the screen instructing me to “please swipe passport.”  My brain 
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automatically defaults to a literal interpretation of everything I take in.  I don’t decide to do this.  It is just the 
way my brain works.  In addition, I think in pictures.  This means that pictures pop up in my head. The first 
picture my brain had recorded for “swipe” automatically popped up when I read “please swipe passport.”  This 
picture involves a pickpocket theft – the thief “swiping” a wallet from his victim.   
 
I was appalled by what the kiosk was directing me to do.  How awful to have to steal a fellow passenger’s 
passport!  I clutched onto my passport even tighter in case the guy at the next kiosk would be trying to swipe 
it on me.   I intentionally took some slow deep breaths trying to calm myself while keeping an eye on the 
potential thieves all around me.  It was hard to calm down. I looked at the directive “please swipe passport” 
still on the screen I loudly announced, “I’m sorry, but I can’t do this!” 
 
An agent came over, looked at the screen, took my passport and swiped it – just like I swipe my credit card at 
the grocery store.  Once I saw that I realized exactly what the kiosk directions meant because I have swiped 
my credit card many times.  My brain just hadn’t pulled up the right “swipe” picture. 
 
Since that time a few years ago I have become much more comfortable in airports.  In 
addition, I have learned that I can successfully deal with the unplanned surprises that 
come up along the way.  Ultimately I can get where I am going without being any 
more frazzled that the average passenger.  Chalk this up as one more thing a person 
can learn after 50! 
 
Note: To read about Judy’s most recent airport accomplishment please read 
Brenda Smith Myles Foreword in Judy's newest book just released, Learning 
the Hidden Curriculum: The Odyssey of One Autistic Adult (2012, AAPC 
Publishing). 
 
Originally written as part of a blog series for the upcoming blog page at the AAPC 
Publishing website www.aapcpublishing.net 

Coordination of Care for  
Children with ASD/DD 

 

May 24, 2012 
Appleton, WI   

 

8:15-12:15 
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TRAINING FOR FAMILIES AND PROVIDERS  

“Did You Know? Now You Know!” Training and “What’s After High School - Training on 

Transition.” Trainings are for parents, fosters parents, grandparents, caregivers and 

providers. Youth are encouraged to attend the transition training sessions with their family.  

“Did You Know? Now You Know!” is a training that provides a comprehensive overview of 

health care, community supports and services and resources for children and youth with 

disabilities and special health care needs from birth through young adulthood.  

“What’s After High School - Training on Transition” is training sessions on transition to 
adult life for youth with disabilities and/or special health care needs. Topics include: 
envisioning a youth’s future in the community; the role of schools; long term supports; 
vocational resources; transitioning to adult health care; guardianship and other legal 
options; advocacy; and the fundamentals of self-determination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How to learn more?  

Contact Lynn at Lynn@fvofwi.org or 608-220-9598 to learn more about the trainings or go 

to the Family Voices website www.fvofwi.org/training.html  

Cost  Trainings are free to participants and a light meal is served. 
   
   Family Voice of Wisconsin, P.O. Box 55029, Madison, WI 53705, www.fvofwi.org  

Dates/Locations 

Did You Know? Now You Know! Trainings  

April 11, 5:00 - 8:30 pm, Rhinelander 

May 3, 10:00 am - 1:00pm, Black River Falls  

Sept. 13, 5:00 -8:30 pm, Green Bay  

Oct. 23, 5:00 -8:30 pm, Beaver Dam  

 

What’s After High School? - Training on Transition 

April 17, 5:00 – 8:30 pm, Door County  

May 2, 5:00 – 8:30, Eau Claire  

May 10, 6:30 – 8:30, Middleton  

http://www.fvofwi.org
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Date: April 13, 2012 

Time: Noon to 1:00 pm 

Title: "Modeling Autism 

Spectrum Diseases Using 

Human Neurons" 
Speaker: Alysson Muotri, 
PhD  
Where: John D. Wiley Conference Center, Room 
T216, Second Floor, North Tower 

For Further Information: Contact Teresa 
Palumbo at 608-263-5837 or 
palumbo@waisman.wisc.edu 

Date: May 18, 2012 

Time: Noon to 1:00 pm 
Title: "Looking at Autism 
Through a Neurobiological Lens" 
 
Speaker: Pat Levitt, PhD 
Director, Zilkha Neurogenetic 
Institute  
Provost Professor of Neuroscience, Psychiatry, 
Psychology & Pharmacy  
Chair, Department of Cell and Neurobiology  
Keck School of Medicine of USC  
Where: John D. Wiley Conference Center, Room 
T216, Second Floor, North Tower 

For Further Information: Contact Teresa 
Palumbo at 608-263-5837 or 
palumbo@waisman.wisc.edu 
 

Title: "Autism - Genes and Twins" 
Speaker: Joachim Hallmayer, MD 
Associate Professor, Psychiatry & 
Behavioral Science - Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry 

Where: John D. Wiley 

Conference Center, Room T216, 

Second Floor, North Tower 
For Further 
Information: Contact Teresa Palumbo at 608-263-
5837 or palumbo@waisman.wisc.edu  

Dear Families and Educators,  
 

As spring arrives I wish everyone renewed energy.  I 

am constantly impressed by the passion and talent that 

I have seen from families and educators in Wisconsin 

in regards to supporting students with autism.  I greatly 

appreciate all of the conversations, meetings, 

workshops, and conferences that have inspired and 

educated my new role at DPI.   
 

One of the greatest improvements to autism resources I 

have seen in the last fifteen years has been the 

expanded role of self-advocates.  We are truly in a 

phase where the teachers are learning from the students 

about what it is like to live with autism and I greatly 

appreciate the opportunities I have had to hear speakers 

in Wisconsin who provide invaluable perspective to the 

work of educators.  I look forward to collaborating with 

self-advocates in Wisconsin to develop a post-

secondary education bound internet module as well as 

improve the dissemination of resources in relation to 

the hidden curriculum.   
 

In addition, I look forward to collaborating with the 

talented educators and parents in Wisconsin to provide 

free internet based trainings on evidence based 

practices beginning in the fall of 2012.  DPI will also 

continue to provide a wide array of DPI two day 

trainings for basic and advanced autism topics with 

new and revised trainings available for the 2012-13 

school year.  If you know of someone new to working 

with a student with autism, please save the date for 

September 25th and 26th for our Basic Training in 

Waukesha.  Finally, I look forward to the spring ASW 

conference and meeting more families and educators.  

Please check out current and future planned resources 

on the DPI Autism web site at  

http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sped/autism.html.  

 

Daniel Parker 

Education Consultant 

Special Education 

Division for Learning Support: Equity and Advocacy  

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 

(608) 266-5194 

daniel.parker@dpi.wi.gov  

University of Wisconsin -Madison –Waisman 

Center, John D. Wiley Seminar Series— 

mailto:palumbo@waisman.wisc.edu
http://www.usc.edu/schools/medicine/research/institutes/zni/faculty/profile.php?fid=123
mailto:palumbo@waisman.wisc.edu
http://med.stanford.edu/profiles/Joachim_Hallmayer/
mailto:palumbo@waisman.wisc.edu
http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sped/autism.html
mailto:daniel.parker@dpi.wi.gov


 

Connecting Wisconsin:  
Autism Society of Wisconsin Newsletter 

Spring 2012 
Connect on the web! 

www.asw4autism.org 
Pg 8 

 

 

Central Wisconsin (ASCW) 

ASCW has a busy month coming up in April. We are hosting 
the 8th Annual Bowl for Autism again along with our affiliate 
The AUsome Social Group.  

8th Annual Bowl for Autism 

Sunday, April 22nd 

2pm - 7pm 

Day's Bowl-A-Dome  

The format will be the same:  open bowling from 2-7 at $3.00 
per game.  Day's will donate $1.00 per game plus all shoe rental 
charges to the AUsome Social Group.  We will have a silent 
auction and door prizes, too. We will have Packer tickets again 
this year.  We should also have opening day Badger football 
tickets.    

Also, during the entire month of April we will have information 
at all the Trig's Grocery Stores, and they will be selling puzzle 
pieces again for us. Trigs Stores are located in Wausau, St Point, 
Rhinelander, Minocqua, and Eagle River. Trig's has been a great 
corporate partner for five years now. Shop at Trig's and pick up a 
puzzle piece at the check outs!  
Email: autismsocietycw@gmail.com for more information. 

 

Northeast WI (ASNEW) 
 

April 2  Adults with AS support group meeting, 6:00 - 7:30 at 
Harmony Cafe next to Goodwill on W. Mason St. 

April 15  1st Annual ASNEW Bowl-a-thon from 1:00 - 3:00 at 
Ashwaubenon Bowling Lanes in Green Bay. 

April 17  Support Meeting, 6:00 - 7:30 at Harmony Cafe next to 
Goodwill on W. Mason St. 

Saturday, April 28, 2012 from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. at the Kress Family 
Branch Library, 333 N. Broadway, De Pere. Studies have found that 
autism affects 1 in 110 children.  To give insight and information 
about this complex disorder to parents, educators, caregivers and 
others, the Brown County Library will gather a panel of local 
experts to discuss and exchange views on behaviors, advocacy, diet, 
therapies and more.  

This interactive roundtable forum will take place on  April 28.The 
discussion will be led by professionals from the Wisconsin Early 
Autism Project, Autism Society of Northeast Wisconsin, Green Bay 
Autism and other organizations whose focus is to inform and 
educate others on the signs, symptoms and resources available to 
children with autism.  
April 30  Autism Awareness Night at Fajita Republic in Green Bay. 
 Fajita Republic will donate 15% of their net profits to ASNEW. 

Fox Valley (ASFV) 
 
ASFV has several events taking 
place in April.  
 
Safe and Sound: How We Can 
Work with Community Police 
and Fire Departments to Help 
Protect and Support our 
Family Members with Autism 

Date: Wednesday, April 25th 
Time: 6:30 - 8:00pm 
Where: Redwood Room Goodwill Building 1800 
Appleton Road Menasha 54952 
Cost: Free - no advance sign-up is required 
Certificates of Attendance are available upon 
request 

Join us to hear members of the Neenah/Menasha 
Fire Department and the Appleton Police 
Department discuss ways to make our family and 
homes safer.  This talk will cover everything from 
home fire safety plans for young children to 
community/legal issues that may arise for adults 
with Asperger Syndrome.  Come to get 
information and bring questions that you need 
answered! 

Questions:  Please contact Peggy Bartman 
at peggybartman1@gmail.com or call   
920-277-6423  

Member Appreciation  & April Teen Group 

Saturday, April 15 

Where:  Heart of the Valley YMCA - Kennedy Ave, 
Kimberly  - Time:  1-3 

This outing will be a part of our Autism Awareness 
Family Fun Day 

 Please feel free to stay with your whole family - or 
drop off your teen.  We have a party room, open 
swim, open gym, and open gymnastics. We will 
provide refreshments. 

 This event is FREE. 

Email  
peggybartman1@gmail.com for 
more information. 

AUTISM AWARENESS CHAPTER EVENTS 

mailto:autismsocietycw@gmail.com
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Southeast Wisconsin (ASSEW) 
For Autism 
Awareness month, 
we are having a 
member party at 
Pump it Up in Brookfield on Wednesday, April 11th, 6-8 
pm. 

April 21st–We are hosting a lecture by Dr. V. Mark 
Durand, author of "Optimistic Parenting: Help and Hope 
for You and Your Challenging Child" at the Italian 
Community Center in Milwaukee.  Online registration is 
available through our website: www.assew.org.  Click on 
"Educational Programs" 

April 28th - TRAILS program in Kenosha at Gateway 
Technical College.  TRAILS is our program for parents of 
teens and young adults preparing to transition from high 
school to the "real" world. 

For more information visit www.assew.org 

Lakeshore Area (ASL) 

April 19 Manitowoc Meeting 

St. James Episcopal 434 N 8th st, 6:30 - 8:30 PM 

Featuring Jack Cashman 

Speaking about and answering your questions on legal 
issues regarding transitioning your aging child and 
guardianship. 

 

April 24 Sheboygan Meeting 

Wilson School, 6:30 - 8:30 PM 

Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs 
presented by Christine Breunig of the NE Regional 
Center. What can the center do for you and our area? 
What is the Home Health Initiative? She will also answer 
any questions about area resources. 

Madison Area (ASGM) 

On Saturday, April 14, we are hosting a mini-conference 
at the Waisman Center. For more information visit 
http://autismmadison.org/local-conference/ 

Sunday, April 22, marks our autism awareness walk, "One 
Walk, Big Strides for Autism." We will begin at Vilas Park 
near the zoo on Madison's near west side at 9 a.m. We 
have a personal trainer leading us in some warm up 

May 19 2012 ASL Run/Walk for Autism 

Lincoln Park, Manitowoc WI 

Registration 9:30 AM 

Family Fun Day 10:00AM - 2:00PM 

Music, Food, Free Kid Games, Raffle, 50/50, and 
more! 

For more information please email us or visit our 
website 

www.autismlakeshore.org 

ASFV 8th ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 

June 2, 2012  
Irish Waters Golf Course, Freedom, WI 

Hole sponsorships $250 and above.  $80.00 per 
player includes greens fees, golf cart, lunch, awards 
and dinner. Silent auction, 50/50 raffle and more! 
For more information contact Bob Olson at  (920) 

788-5298, or email bob.olson1976@gmail.com 

exercises and then a band that 
will play after the walk. Our 
partner organizations 
(Communication Innovations, 
Children's Therapy Network, 
Common Threads, etc.) will walk with us and have 
informational tables set up. All of us together will be 
the face of autism and hopefully we will have a good 
turn out of people on the spectrum who are 
comfortable participating. We may even have a visit by 
Bucky Badger! If you are interested in receiving more 
information or registration/pledge forms, please email 
autismmadison@gmail.com 

Chippewa Valley Area (CVAS)  

Join CVAS at the Children’s Museum in Eau Claire on  
April 22 from 10:30 am to 12:30pm. Call or text Sherri 
Linderman 715-559-1414 to RSVP by April 15. 

CVAS Spectrum Shuffle 10k, 5k, and Family Mile– 
Altoona 

June 9th, 2012 
Registration starts at 7, race at 8 

To register www.cvaswi.webs.com Or Wayne 

http://www.autismlakeshore.org
mailto:autismmadison@gmail.com
http://www.cvaswi.webs.com


 

Connecting Wisconsin:  
Autism Society of Wisconsin Newsletter 

Spring 2012 
Connect on the web! 

www.asw4autism.org 
Pg 10 

 

 

(ASFV) Fox Valley 

Website: www.focol.org/asfv  
Email: asfv@hotmail.com 

 
The ASFV parent support group meets year-round on the 

2nd Sunday of each month from 6:00-7:30 pm.  
At the HARMONY CAFÉ, 233 E. College Ave Appleton. For 

information contact asfv@hotmail.com. 
 

ASFV has an active monthly Teen Social Group! For 
information, contact Peggy at peggybartman1@gmail.com or 

phone (920) 725-8613. 
 

ASFV offers Parent/Educator Workshops for more 
information visit www.focol.org/asfv 

 

ASL (Lakeshore area) 

Website: http://autismlakeshore.org/  
 

Manitowoc Meetings are the third Thursday of each 
month (September thru May) at St. James Episcopal Church, 

434 N. 8th Street, 7:00 -9:00 pm. Enter using the 8th Street 
door at the bottom of the stairs. Childcare is available. For 

further information contact the office at 920-652-0964 or 
autismlakeshore@att.net.  

 
Sheboygan Meetings are the fourth Tuesday of the month

-September thru May (no December)-7:00-9:00 P.M. at 
Wilson School, 1625 Wilson Ave. Meetings will be held in 

the library (use main entrance, turn left, and go down the hall 
to the library). For further information contact the 

Sheboygan Satellite Group Coordinator Cindy Balaban at  
920-901-3946 or cindy.balaban@gmail.com or the ASL office. 

 

ASNEW (Green Bay Area) 
Website: www.asnew.org /Phone: (920) 264-8067 

Email: administrator@asnew.org 
 

ASNEW meets from 6:00-7:30PM the third Tuesday of 

most months at Harmony Cafe, 1660 W. Mason St.  

Green Bay,  WI.   

 

 Adults with Asperger's support group will meet on Monday, 

April 2, from 6:00 - 7:30, also at  
Harmony Cafe. 

CHAPTER INFORMATION 

ASCW (Central WI area) 
 

ASCW meets the first Thursday of each month. Meetings 
coincide with the school calendar year. Meetings are held 

at St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 600 Stevens Drive, 
Wausau, at 6:30 pm. Meetings vary between family 

support, speakers, and business meetings.  

 
CWAS can be reached at P.O. Box 1832 

Wausau, WI 54402 

(715)359-0886 or (715) 845-5524 

Email: autismsocietycw@gmail.com  

CVAS (Chippewa Valley area) 
Website: http://cvaswi.webs.com/  

 

The Chippewa Valley chapter sends out information packets 
and a quarterly newsletter. For more information, contact 

Sherri Linderman at (715) 835-7602 or email 
autismsocietychippewavalley@yahoo.com  

(ASGM) Greater Madison 

Website: autismmadison.org  
Email: autismmadison@gmail.com 

 
Support Group meetings are on the third Tuesday of 

every other month (January, March, May, July, September, 
November) from 7-9 p.m. at Midvale Community 

Lutheran Church, 4329 Tokay Blvd, (corner of Midvale 
and Tokay) in Madison. 

 
ASGM offers an Autism 101 Class for parents and families 

new to the diagnosis of autism.  
 

For more information visit autismmadison.org, or phone 
(608) 213-8519  

(ASSEW) Southeast Wisconsin 

Website: www.assew.org 
Email: info@assew.org 

Telephone (414) 427-9345 
 

Morning Coffee Parent’s Support Group is for all 
parents - including parents of adults on the spectrum. 

Held on the 1st Thursday of each month during the 
school year (see our newsletter or online calendar) at the 

ASSEW office, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Coffee and pastries 

served. 

Adults On The Spectrum Support Group is for 
adults of all ages with high-functioning autism and 

Asperger Syndrome. The group meets the 3rd 
Wednesday evening of each month at the ASSEW office 

from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Light refreshments served. 

The ASSEW office is at 9733 W. St. Martins Road (Hwy 
100 just south of Loomis), Franklin, WI. 

 
A monthly workshop series is offered through ASSEW. 

For topics and dates visit www.assew.org 

http://autismlakeshore.org/
mailto:autismlakeshore@att.net
mailto:cbalaban@sheboygan.k12.wi.us
mailto:autismsocietycw@gmail.com
http://cvaswi.webs.com/
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 Date: ____________________ 
 
 Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Street Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Email: _________________________________________________ Phone (           ) __________________________  

 

ASW is going green! Our newsletter will be sent electronically. To receive a printed copy, please check 
here.   

  

Check Chapter joining (select one) 
 
_____ ASFV, Fox Valley area, Outagamie, Winnebago, Calumet, Fond du Lac, and Waupaca Counties. 

 
 _____ ASL, Manitowoc, Lakeshore area, Manitowoc, Sheboygan, Calumet, Kewaunee and Door Counties. 
 
 _____ ASNEW, Green Bay area, Brown, Shawano, Oconto, Florence, Menominee and Marinette Counties. 
 

_____ ASSEW, Southeast/Milwaukee WI area, Milwaukee, Waukesha, Racine, Kenosha, Dodge, Jefferson,          
Ozaukee, Walworth and Washington Counties. 

 
_____ ASCW, Central Wisconsin, Clark, Forest, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Oneida, Portage, Price, Taylor,        

and Wood Counties. 

               _____ CVAS Chippewa Valley, Sawyer, Polk, Barron, Rusk, St. Croix, Dunn, Chippewa, Pierce, Pepin,  
Eau Claire, Buffalo, Trempealeau and Jackson Counties. 

 
 _____ ASW, Autism Society of Wisconsin, 1477 Kenwood Drive, Menasha, WI 54952 
            (If there is no local chapter in your area) 

 
****  ASGM, Greater Madison area - to join, please contact the Autism Society of Greater Madison for  
their membership application form at http://autismmadison.org or email autismmadison@gmail.com. 
Dane, Columbia, Sauk, Richland, Crawford, Rock, Green, Iowa, Lafayette and Grant Counties.  

 
 Membership Categories (Select one):  _____ Individual $12.00 _____ Family $15.00  

     (Select one) _____ New   _____Renewal 

 

 _____ Bill My Master Card/VISA   Card#______________________________________ Exp Date_________  
                       (Please print clearly) 

 ______ Check enclosed, check # ___________________ 

  
_____ Enclosed is $5.00 to contribute to the cost of the newsletter  

 

 Additional contribution (tax deductible) for the work of ASW for individuals with autism:  

 

 _____$25 _____ $50 ______$100 _____ $ Other 

 
  

Please send your completed membership form and mail to:  

Autism Society of  Wisconsin 
1477 Kenwood Drive 
Menasha, WI 54952 

 

ASW membership benefits include: Reduced conference rates, ASW voting privileges, and a quarterly 
subscription to the ASW newsletter, “Connecting Wisconsin”. Membership is for one year. Check your mailing 

label on your newsletter for membership information. If you have questions, email ASW at asw@asw4autism.org 
or call 888-428-8476. 

To join the Autism Society of America, visit www.autism-society.org or call ASA at 1-800-3-autism. 

Autism Society of  Wisconsin 
Membership Application Form 
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ASW STAFF 

Executive Director  Events Coordinator 

Kirsten Cooper  Melissa Penasa 
 

Office Manager 

Kelly Brodhagen   

Newsletter Submissions 

 

Contributions to help support the ASW Newsletter are welcome! Articles of interest, stories/

poetry of persons with autism, book reviews, chapter reports and upcoming conferences are 

accepted via email or mail for submission to the newsletter. Submissions can be sent to: 

Kelly Brodhagen, ASW Editor, 1477 Kenwood Drive, 

Menasha, WI  54952; email asw@asw4autism.org. Telephone: (888) 4-AUTISM  

Fax: (920) 558-4611 

 

Submissions deadlines are January 7, April 7, July 7 & October 7.  

 

Articles from this newsletter may be reprinted, giving credit to the author and ASW. Please 

send a copy of the publication using the article to ASW office. 

 

The ASW attempts to provide information on a variety of subjects. We do not endorse any 

individuals, groups or programs. References regarding programs, meetings, resources, 

research, opinions, treatment, etc., should not be interpreted as an indication of 

endorsement, but for informational purposes only. Responsibility for accuracy of 

information remains that of the author of the article. 

 

The ASW Editorial Review Board reserves the right to edit or refuse submissions. 

Address Update 
Please cut out or photocopy the mailing label and send/fax with corrections to ASW.  
 

___  Please remove my name from your mailing list. 

___  Please change my address as indicated. 

___  I am receiving duplicate newsletters. 

___  The expiration date is incorrect, please check. 

ASW Quarterly Board Meeting will be 

held on Friday, May, 4, 2012 

 

Autism Society of Wisconsin  

1-888-4-AUTISM (WI only) 

1477 Kenwood Drive 

Menasha, WI  54952 
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Board of Directors 

President 
Dale Prahl 
 

President Elect 

Michele Matz 
 

Secretary 

Sharon Hammer 
 

Treasurer 

Jan Serak 
 

Past President 

Nissan Bar-Lev 
 

Members At Large  

Linda Breuer 
Judy Endow 

Peggy Helm-Quest 

Amy Masek 
Milana Millan 

Susan Stokes 

Nelsinia Wroblewski 

ASFV  
Michele Matz 

 

ASL 

Kelly Shariff 

 

ASNEW 

Mike Riemer 

 

ASSEW 

Alan Forbes 

 

CVAS 

Kellie Sopata 

 

CWAS 

Tom Miller 

 

Madison 

Eric Anderson 

Am I a Member? Check for your 

membership expiration date on 

your mailing address. Questions? 

Email asw@asw4autism.org  

***  If you would like an electronic copy sent to your email 

address instead, please email asw@asw4autism.org *** 


