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In This Issue: 

Connecting Wisconsin 

A Publication from the Autism Society of Wisconsin 

I would like to extend my greeting to all of you as I round out my first quarter as President 
of the Autism Society of Wisconsin.  I have gained so much with my experience with ASW 
over the years.  Let me share a bit of my story. 
 
Our son was born in 1998.  We started asking questions around the time he was turning 
two.  We received his diagnosis of autism almost two years later.  As many families can 
appreciate, this journey had some twists and turns.  We were grateful for the many 
therapists and teachers that helped us during this time.  The first place we reached out to 
was the Autism Society.  I had my first conversation with someone who I knew “got it”.  This is part of what has 
impassioned me to help other families. 
 
Two months after receiving our son’s diagnosis, my husband and I attended our first Autism Society of Wisconsin 
annual conference.  We were so uplifted to be able to learn from the professionals, other families, and educators in 
attendance.  
 
Six months later, I joined the board of our local chapter, the Autism Society of the Fox Valley.  This is where I truly 
learned the value of being the “grass roots” connection for so many people.   
 
In 2003 I joined the board of the Autism Society of Wisconsin as the representative from our local board.  In the 10 
years with the board, I have served on the Audit, Personnel, & Policy Committee.  I have also served on the Executive 
Committee as Secretary and President Elect. 
 
I would like to express how much I have learned from all the people I have connected with through the Autism 
Society!  This is a network of encouragement, education, and support.  I look forward to continuing all the great work 
ASW has in store! 
 
Sincerely,  
Michele Matz 

Message from the President 

Apply for a SPARKS Grant 

The purpose of SPARKS Grants is to develop local grassroots groups 
that will work on identified changes in their communities through 
grassroots community organizing. Grassroots community 
organizing means groups collaborating for 
positive community change for individuals 
with disabilities on issues that are 
important to them.  

The innovative methods SPARKS Grants ignite are intended to 
lead to systems change that improves the lives of people with 
disabilities. SPARKS Grants are available to people with disabilities 
and family members in Wisconsin. For more information visit 
http://www.wi-bpdd.org/projects/sparks.cfm  
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 Internet Safety: A Personal Experience 

My Uncertain Future 
By Richard Brissette 
 
I have had my laptop computer for almost five years now. On a Saturday in February, something 
unexpected ruined my free computer time: a seriously fake threat from the FBI, also known as the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, with an Anti-Piracy warning. Piracy is the act of illegally 
downloading or sharing music files and is truly a major violation of federal laws. Piracy is one of the 
leading major crimes here in America and can lead to numerous fines, prosecution, and 
imprisonment. 

 

I initially called a trusted friend regarding the threat and he told me to hold onto the power button until it shuts off 
automatically. After I turned my computer on again, the threat still displayed on my screen. However, there was also a 
more secure site called Green Dot Moneypak card, requesting me to pay a fine of two hundred dollars in order to unlock 
my computer.  
 

On Monday, February 25th after work, I went to my bank. I withdrew $200 from my checking account. Next, I went to Radio 
Shack on Broadway Road, and looked to see if they had any Moneypak prepaid cards. I got my prepaid card after I paid it 
entirely with cash. As soon as I got home, I turned on my computer, looked at the FBI threat, revealed the Moneypak 
prepaid card mystery code with a coin, keyed in every single number correctly, and finally, unlocked my computer. I felt so 
much better and relieved for now everything was back to normal.  
 

On Saturday morning, March 2nd, another threat even more severe came from the Department of Justice. Earlier, the FBI 
gave me 48 hours to pay my entire fine or everything would fail and I would get up to a two-year prison sentence. Now, the 
Department of Justice wanted me to repeat the same procedure. If I didn’t pay my entire fine of an outrageous $300 within 
48 hours then my computer would be totally confiscated, they would prepare a case against me at the US Supreme Court, 
the largest court building at our nation’s capital, Washington DC, I would face a jury, and serve a possible prison sentence of 
two to five years, maybe even more. That same morning I rushed to my bank and withdrew that amount, went to 
Walgreens and purchased a Moneypak prepaid card at their Whitney Way location with all cash, got home safely, turned on 
my computer, revealed the mystery code on the prepaid card, looked at the Department of Justice threat on my screen, 
keyed every single number correctly, and finally unlocked my computer. It was a very scary experience.  
 

In a full week span, both my fines combined for a total of an unbelievable $500, seriously. Imagine, what would $500 be the 
equivalent of: ten banquet tickets sponsored by the Autism Society of South Central Wisconsin; an exclusive hotel room at 
the Kalahari Resort; a possible vacation to visit my brother Joe in Vermont this October; and most important, a valuable 
2000 quarters, which I would’ve established a golden opportunity to make an investment out of all those quarters. 
 
On Thursday, March 7th, another trusted friend and I had a long and informative discussion at the Walmart parking lot 
regarding all of my trouble times. She explained to me that these threats were fake, imposturous threats, and I realized that 
I was completely scammed. She also said that my computer has gotten an extreme virus or malicious junk files. She 
informed me if those fake threats display again, I should completely ignore them and consult someone I can trust on how to 
resolve the situation.   
 

For the past two weeks, I’ve felt unsafe, uncomfortable, unprotected, jeopardized, scammed, scared, embarrassed, guilty 
and most importantly, vulnerable. I have learned a lesson from an experience which I made an incorrect decision. 
Currently, all of my troubles are far behind me. I’m right now an innocent, bright, intelligent, friendly, honest, loyal, and a 
terrific civilian like all of you. I’ve got numerous friends who I’ve trusted, and have supported me through the years 
whenever any activities I get involved with like high school football games, picnics, and more. I have a wonderful job at the 
Department of Revenue as a dedicated employee and have worked there for over 21 years of state service. All of my co-
workers are truly proud of me.  
 
Finally, if any of you witness a malicious scam or threat on your computer which can lead to seriously unsafe and vulnerable 
situations, please consult your parents, friends, or anybody else whom you can always trust. They can assist you on how to 
resolve these threats. Thank you very much.  
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Internet & Computer Safety 
 
The internet has become an integral part of our daily lives. Thanks to today’s technology, most people now check emails 
from a computer or smartphone daily. We’re also able to check the weather, get directions, and check in with our friends 
from virtually anywhere.   While most of the advances in technology provide information at our fingertips in a convenient 
and helpful way, there are still some safety concerns that come along with connecting to the internet that we all need to be 
aware of. Richard’s story should serve as a reminder to all of us that we need to prepare ourselves and our loved ones for 
the dangers of internet use. Below are some tips for staying safe on the internet.  
 

 Do not send personal information to anyone you don’t know over the internet. Examples of personal information 
include: 

 Address 
 Phone Number 
 Age 
 Social Security number 
 Pictures of yourself or family and friends 
 Passwords 

 Do not send financial information to anyone you don’t know over the internet. Examples of financial information 
include: 

 Credit Card numbers 
 Information about your bank accounts or on your checks 
 Passwords to any of your online banking accounts  

 Do not respond to threatening emails or messages – consult a trusted family member or friend about what to do.  

 Don’t open messages or emails from people you don’t know. Do not click on links or open attachments if you don’t 
know what it is. These could contain harmful viruses. 

 Don’t use public computers to give confidential information. Confidential information includes personal and financial 
information listed above.  

 Look out for suspicious emails 
 Chain letters/emails: Chain emails often say that something bad or good will happen to you if you don’t send 

the email to others. These emails can be scary but are usually hoaxes. Nothing bad will happen to you or 
anyone else if you do not send them on. These emails should be deleted.  

 Spam emails: Spam emails are emails from people or organizations that you don’t know. They usually try to sell 
you something or might ask for personal information. Never reply to a spam email and do not click on any links 
in a spam email. These emails should be deleted. If you aren’t sure whether or not an email is a spam email, talk 
to someone you trust to help you decide.   

 Phishing emails: Phishing emails are fake emails from someone pretending to be a financial institution, 
government agency or other legitimate company that will try to get personal or financial information from you.  
If you aren’t sure whether or not an email is a phishing email you can contact the financial institution, 
government agency or company directly or talk with someone you trust about the email.  

 
Resources: 
Disney’s Surf Swell Island: An Adventures in Internet Safety 
An interactive game to help children learn more about internet safety. We recommend parents and children play the game 
together and talk more about each question.  
http://home.disney.com.au/activities/surfswellisland/ 

Federal Trade Commission: Information for Consumers 
Kids’ Online Safety: Tips for parents regarding talking to your kids about internet safety, cyberbullying and more. Also offers 
information on parental controls. 
http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/topics/kids-online-safety 
 
Computer Security: Learn how to protect your computer, your information and your online files.  
http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/topics/computer-security 



 

Connecting Wisconsin:  

Autism Society of Wisconsin Newsletter 
Summer  2013 

Connect on the web! 

www.asw4autism.org 

Pg 4 

 

 

Learning About Autism: Tales of Our Friendship 

Featured Essay from the 2013 Essay Contest 

By: Amanda Mahlum, 7
th

 Grader at Kennedy Middle School 

 
Hello, my name is Amanda and one of my best friends, Kailey, has autism.  Kailey and I first met in kindergarten.  I 
played with her every day and at recess we would always swing on the swings together.  From then on Kailey and I 
have been really good friends and now I sit with her every day at lunch 
and at commons time, which is basically our recess in middle school.  I 
always play with her on the indoor swing we have in a special room for 
her and another autistic student named Dylan, who also happens to be 
blind.  A lot of the time all three of us sit on the big tire swing and spin it 
as fast as we can.  It is also fun when Kailey and Dylan visit our class 
sometimes.  I really enjoy learning with them because not only do I get to 
learn the subject, but I get to learn how they learn and more about them.  
Kailey is also in Girl Scouts with me and some of the other kids in my 
school.  We all get to do a ton of cool stuff together; like outings.  One 
example is scuba diving.  One time on an outing it was time for snack and 
I had brought one for Kailey.  Kailey also brought a snack: pudding.  
Pudding is Kailey’s favorite snack so I asked her, “Kailey would you like 
some animal crackers or would you like to keep inhaling your pudding?”  
And I got this simple reply: “INHALE PUDDING!”  Today we laugh about this every time Kailey has pudding in her 
lunch. 
 
Kailey and I are such good friends that we actually had a photo shoot of just the two of us.  We took a bunch of 
pictures but the 2nd picture was my favorite.  Kailey and I were standing back-to-back and suddenly Kailey was really 
loud which scared me and I started laughing hysterically.  The photographer snapped a picture of the two of us 
laughing and it is the best picture I have ever had, it is also my favorite picture and I hang it in my locker so that I 
can see it every day and smile when I look at it. 
 
Another great time we have had together was Kailey’s first sleepover.  We were at a Girl Scout camp overnight and I 
could tell Kailey was nervous.  So I asked her, “Kailey, would you like me to sleep in your tent with you tonight?”  I 
barely finished my sentence before I got a “Yes!”  So the rest of the night we laughed, sang songs, made s ’mores, 
played games, and told ghost stories.  When bed time came Kailey made sure I was in the tent before she got in 
bed.  I was (and am) so glad to be a part of that wonderful memory of the two of us. 
 
I love having a friend with Autism.  Having friends with autism is different in a good way, not a bad way.  The typical 
middle school student is usually fixed on being popular and having popular friends.  To me, having/being popular 
doesn’t matter, and sometimes my friends bother me and I need somebody different  someone who is there for me 
through thick and thin and who will listen to me.  This person is Kailey, the one person who I always know will have 
my back.  Having a friend with autism has also taught me many life lessons that I would not have realized without 
her.  Some examples are; being different is way better than being “normal” and the more love that you give to 
other people, the more they give back to you and the more they will like you.  I have also learned never to judge a 
book by its cover.  A lot of people look at a disabled child and try to avoid them as much as possible because they 
are afraid of what people, most importantly their friends, will think.  If I had judged Kailey we would never become 
friends and would never have had any of the wonderful memories that we have made.  Also, I don’t really have very 
many friends and being friends with Kailey makes me feel wanted and welcome as she would never tell me to leave 
no matter how angry or upset she is.  Kailey completes me.  Without her, I would feel like a part of me is missing. 
Every day I look forward to seeing Kailey and her lovely smile.  Having a friend with autism is the best decision I 

have ever made. 

Amanda, (left) with Kailey, (right) 
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2013 Annual Conference  

Thank you to our Conference Sponsors who helped make our 2013 Annual Conference a big success! Over 700 

parents, educators, individuals with autism and other professionals attended this year’s conference . We had over 40 

breakout sessions and over 50 vendors filled our resource hall! 

Thanks again to our wonderful sponsors! 

 Autism Society of Southeastern Wisconsin 

 Autism Society of Central Wisconsin 

 Autism Society of Chippewa Valley 

 Autism Society of the Fox Valley 

 Autism Society of the Lakeshore 

 Autism Society of Northeast Wisconsin 

 Department of Public Instruction 

 Integrated Development Services 

 KGH Consultation & Treatment 

 Organization for Autism Research 

 The Upledger Institute International 

 Wisconsin Early Autism Project 

Remembering Wendy Geenen 

Earlier this year, the Appleton Area School District and the autism community lost someone special. Wendy Geenen 
passed away in February of this year, after a 4 year battle with stomach cancer. The Autism Society of Wisconsin 
would like to honor Wendy Geenen for her dedication to working with students with autism. We also thank all those 
who contributed to the Wendy Geenen Memorial, supporting the Autism Society of Wisconsin. Read more about 
Wendy and her passion for working with students with autism below:  
 
Wendy Marie Kloes was born on January 13th, 1962 at St. Elizabeth Hospital, the second child of seven from Dorothy 
and Richard Kloes. She married Bradley David Geenen in 1982, becoming Wendy Geenen. She spent her entire life 
helping others. Employed at the Appleton Area School District, she first worked at Stephen Foster Elementary and was 
introduced to autism by working with students with special needs. She then moved to McKinley Elementary School 
and finally Appleton East High School, working with students with special needs the entire time. Through the course of 
her time in the school system, she met many children she would come to adore. She developed a special relationship 
with one student with autism named John. Wendy described him as very intelligent and kind. They became close 
friends and soon Wendy relied on John and John relied on Wendy. After Wendy was diagnosed with stomach cancer 
on December 31st of 2008, John would visit Wendy at home when she was receiving treatment. Always happy and 
always just John, that’s what Wendy could always count on. Wendy also had a niece diagnosed with autism. She 
received intensive therapy and it made such a dramatic difference in her life that we knew if we had a chance to help 
in anyway, we would do something to help. Wendy asked for all donations from her funeral to be directed towards 
helping families with autism. It is with great satisfaction that we have done this. We know the money will help make a 
difference in these children’s lives. A beautiful ending to this story.  

 

Bradley D. Geenen 
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Upcoming Autism Society Conferences 

Schedule: 

Registration: 7:15-8:00am 

Workshop: 8:00am– 3:30pm 

 

Location: 

Liberty Hall Banquet & Conference Center 

800 Eisenhower Drive 

Kimberly, WI 54136 

 

Registration forms, exhibitor applications and hotel 

information can be found on the  

ASW website: 

   www.asw4autism.org/conferences_workshops.html 

 

Registration opens on August 5, 2013! 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 

Wednesday, October 16th 

Fall 2013 Conference 

 

All Kids Can Succeed: Effective  

Interventions for Behavioral and Social 

Challenges 
 

 
www.jedbaker.com 

Students on the autism spectrum and those with behavioral challenges often present with difficulty regulating their 
feelings and interacting socially. This workshop describes how to handle meltdowns and design effective behavior 
plans to prevent these moments and reduce frustration and anxiety. The second part of the presentation details 
strategies to motivate students to learn, ways to teach social skills, how to generalize skills into the natural setting 
and increase acceptance and tolerance from peers. Information will be imparted though lecture, interactive exercis-
es, and video clips.  

Lights! Camera! Autism! 

Presented by: Sharon Hammer, Lisa Ladson & Kate McGinnity 

 

August 15th, 2013  
The Salvation Army Kroc Center, Green Bay, WI 

Registration: June 15th- August 5th, 2013 
 
During this presentation, participants will develop an understanding of why and how 
video technology can be a powerful learning tool for individuals with autism. 
Based on their book Lights! Camera! Autism! Using Video Technology to Enhance Lives, 
the presentation will focus on examples and strategies for using video technology (iPad, 
iPod Touch, PowerPoint, video, Flip camera, etc.) to teach new skills, teach others, and to enhance the lives and 
promote competence of individuals with autism and related disorders. Included in the cost of the conference will be a 
copy of their book.  
 
For detailed conference information and registration forms visit our website at: 
http://www.asw4autism.org/conferences_workshops.html  
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Ready to Make a Difference? Start a Support Group! 
Submitted by: Judy Braun, Creator of Autism Discussion Group of Dodge County and 

Co-Creator of It’s All About the KIDS! 
 

Have you met parents facing the same issues as yourself or learned something while waiting for your child after school 
or the doctor’s office?  A support group might be just what is needed to help others with the same issues and 
concerns. This is what happened to me three years ago.  
 
I retired from a teaching career in 2010 and was very involved with my grandson who has an Autism Spectrum 
Disorder diagnosis. His parents were having some issues with the school setting and we found others who were feeling 
frustrated, angry, or overwhelmed. I had taken a workshop on being an advocate for special needs individuals and felt 
this was the opportunity to make a difference!  
 
The first thing I did was to find others interested in joining this venture who shared my interests and passion. Be sure 
to clearly define your group’s purpose—will it address a specific disability or issue, or are you looking to educate, train, 
advocate, or inform others? Look at each individual’s skills—computer, writing, people person, etc. and divide the 
work accordingly. The computer skills person can design flyers; the writer can do Public Service Announcements for 
newspapers and radio stations. That people person might make visits to community organizations like Lions Clubs, The 
ARC, and libraries to introduce your group. 
 
Start small and build as you feel you are ready; otherwise, you will burn out and the group will fizzle. Pick a location 
that is handicap accessible with plenty of parking. Libraries, schools, and hospitals are usually very eager to work with 
support groups. We picked a consistent place, date, and time; i.e., Fourth Tuesday of the month at XYZ Hospital from 6
-8 PM. We developed email groups of school administrators, county agencies, daycares, etc. by searching the internet. 
Once we had our email groups and topic ready to go, we advertised, advertised, advertised!!!!  
 
Three or four weeks prior to the meeting, send out the flyer by emails announcing your meeting and the topic for the 
month. If you’re having a speaker, let them know what you want them to cover and guesstimate how many attendees 
so they have enough handouts. Seven to ten days prior to meeting I send out the PSA including our phone numbers or 
email addresses for contact if they need more information. We developed a Facebook account and an email account 
early as another way to advertise and communicate. 
 
At the time of the meeting, I get there 45 minutes early  to make sure door is open, set out any brochures or 
pamphlets from local, county, and state agencies that I have received. We always have snacks at our meetings so that 
can be set up and ready to go when people start to arrive. It is really important to greet visitors with a big smile and 
make them feel welcome. We have a registration form for new attendees and that information gets added to a data 
base and email group.  
 
Start the meeting on time with introductions around the room; a simple who you are and why you are attending helps 
everyone feel at ease.  It is a good idea at the beginning of the meeting to make it clear that this meeting is not about 
putdowns of schools, teachers, or doctors but rather an opportunity to share and receive information. It is always good 
to write a follow up article and include a picture if possible to advertise your group and let the community know who 
you are. 
  
I would be happy to talk with anyone looking for advice, suggestions for topics, or to share snack recipes!!! Please 
contact me at itisallaboutthekids@hotmail.com and Like us on Facebook for our monthly adventure. 

 

Wisconsin Autism Leadership Spotlight 
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From the Department of Public Instruction 

I have just completed a week of interviews which will be included in an online module designed to assist students on 
the autism spectrum to be successful in life in institutions of higher education.  Our interviews reached out to 
certificate programs, technical colleges, and four year colleges and Universities around Wisconsin and we interviewed 
students on the spectrum, their families, and educators.  We hope these video interviews will provide guidance and 
pave the way for future students who are considering college after high school.  We hope to have this module out 
this September on the DPI autism web page.  Thank you to the Wisconsin COP ASD/DD for assisting me in this 
project.  http://www.waisman.wisc.edu/connections/Community.php  

 

Also, please visit our WDPI autism web page in August to review the 2013-14 schedule of free online webinars.  These 
webinars are designed to compliment the resources found on AIM (Autism Internet Modules) web site. http://
www.autisminternetmodules.org. 
 

As always, please feel free to join my statewide autism education email distribution list to receive updates on 
regional, statewide, and national autism updates and resources.   
WDPI Autism web page: http://sped.dpi.wi.gov/sped_autism.   
 

You can also sign up for the Two Day Autism Trainings on the WDPI Autism Web Page.  
Basic Needs of Students with ASD: Sept 24/25 WI Dells, Jan 28/29 Oconomowoc  
Addressing Challenging Behaviors: Oct 29/30 WI Dells, Feb 25/26: Oconomowoc  
Instructional Strategies: Oct 8/9 Steven’s Point  

 

Graduate credits will be available for all trainings.   Kate McGinnity, Mary McMullen, and Judy Endow are the 
trainers. 
 

Take care, 
 

Daniel Parker 
Education Consultant, Autism and Family Engagement 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 
(608) 266-5194  - daniel.parker@dpi.wi.gov 

Advance Your Advocacy: Apply for Partners in Policy Making 

Self-advocates and family members of a person with a developmental disability (DD) who want to improve their 
leadership skills are encouraged to apply for Wisconsin Partners in Policymaking. The deadline to apply is September 
1, 2013. 
 
Partners is a six-session advocacy and systems change training program designed to develop future leaders who will 
work with legislators and communities on policies and initiatives that support the full participation and inclusion of 
people with DD. Nationwide, close to 15,000 graduates are part of a growing network of community leaders and 
decision makers serving on policymaking committees, commissions, and boards at local, state, and national levels. 
 
The program is designed for (A) adults with DD, (B) parents, grandparents, or primary caregivers of children under the 
age of 21 with DD, and (C) siblings of individuals with DD. Applicants should be highly motivated to create more 
inclusive communities. 
 
The six sessions will be held in Madison between November 2013 and May 2014.Each session begins at 1 p.m. on 
Friday and concludes at 4 p.m. on Saturday. 
 
This program is an initiative of the Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental Disabilities (BPDD). BPDD covers 
all costs associated with the program, including the training, lodging, meals, and materials. More information about 
the program is available. Those interested in participating must submit an application packet by September , 2013. If 
you have questions about Wisconsin Partners in Policymaking, contact John Shaw 
at  john1.shaw@wisconsin.gov or (608) 266-7707.  
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Autism Society Affiliate Information 

Free Webinar: Taking a Stand: Your Role in Disability Systems Change & Advocacy 

The Autism Society of Wisconsin  presents a free webinar, July 30, 1-2 pm   
Presenter: Lisa Pugh, Public Policy Coordinator 
Registration—Visit the ASW website at http://www.asw4autism.org/waln.html  
 

People with disabilities, their families and advocates often encounter similar obstacles throughout their lives. Just 
when you’ve had a positive year, IEP meeting or job placement, something falls apart or a new year or personnel 
change presents new challenges. It doesn’t have to be this way. Many of the obstacles people with disabilities face 
can be removed (or at least improved) permanently with a focus on systems change. Systems change means 
discovering the root of the problem and focusing on ways to make things better through advocacy and changes in 
policy.  

 

In times of shrinking resources, a focus on systems change is a smart thing to do. Learn how you as an individual, and 
in concert with others, can make a difference and ensure your voice is heard. Lisa Pugh, Public Policy Coordinator for 
Wisconsin's Disability Policy Partnership is a lobbyist and state and federal disability policy expert.  Lisa will 
discuss:  current issues of concern for people with disabilities in Wisconsin; roles you can play in changing public policy 
and offer advice and resources for the next steps for those who want to make a difference.   

 

Lisa Pugh is the Public Policy Coordinator for Wisconsin's Disability Policy Partnership. In this role she educates 
policymakers at the state and federal level and coordinates and informs the work of other advocates, coalitions and 
organizations that support people with disabilities in Wisconsin. Lisa is a former Kennedy Foundation Public Policy 
Fellow who worked in Washington, D.C. as a policy advisor in Congress and the U.S. Department of Education in 2009-
2010. While serving as a disability advisor to representatives and senior administration officials, she provided 
guidance on accessibility, civil rights, employment and education, among other issues.  care issues and has been 
involved in statewide grassroots advocacy work. She is parent to three children, including one with a developmental 
disability. 

Central WI (ASCW)  

http://www.wausau.k12.wi.us/east/Student%20Files/Autism/Autism.htm  

Email: autismsocietycw@gmail.com  

 

ASCW meets the first Thursday of each month. Meetings coincide with the school calendar year. Meetings are held at St. 

Mark's Lutheran Church, 600 Stevens Drive, Wausau, at 6:30 pm. Meetings vary between family support, speakers, and 

business meetings.  

 

Fox Valley (ASFV) 

Website: www.focol.org/asfv  

Email: asfv@hotmail.com 

 

ASFV offers monthly parent support group meetings, social groups for those on the spectrum aged 7 years through 

adulthood, educational workshops  and other special events throughout the year. For more information about their programs 

please visit their website.  

 

Upcoming Events:  

The 2nd Annual Evening of Wine and Roses Wine Tasting Event on Friday, August 2, 7:00-9:00 pm at  the Gardens of the Fox 

Cities (In Memorial Park, Appleton).  Stroll through the gardens at sunset  while sampling an array of international wines. All 

wines will be paired with an appetizer and there will be a progression of tasting through the wines. You’ll enjoy a selection of 

gourmet cheeses and decadent desserts along with savory appetizers! 

 

mailto:autismsocietycw@gmail.com


 

Connecting Wisconsin:  

Autism Society of Wisconsin Newsletter 
Summer  2013 

Connect on the web! 

www.asw4autism.org 

Pg 10 

 

 

 Autism Society Affiliate Information 

Lakeshore (ASL) 

Website: http://autismlakeshore.org/  

Email autismlakeshore@att.net.  

 

Meetings are the third Thursday of each month (September thru May) at St. James Episcopal Church, 434 N. 8th Street, 6:30-

8:30 pm. Enter using the 8th Street door at the bottom of the stairs. Childcare is available. Contact the office for more 

information.  

Northeast (ASNEW) 

Website: www.asnew.org  

Email: administrator@asnew.org 

 

ASNEW offers regular morning and evening parent support groups and a group for adults with Asperger’s Syndrome. For more 

information please visit their website.  

 

Upcoming Events: 

ASNEW’s 7th Annual Autism Awareness Walk will be on September 7, 2013 at Green Isle Park in Green Bay, Wisconsin. For 

more information and to register please visit their website.  

South Central WI  

Website: autismsouthcentral.org 

Email: autismmadison@gmail.com 

 

South Central offers regular support group meetings, Autism 101 classes and other special events throughout the year. For 

more information please visit their website.  

Southeast Wisconsin (ASSEW)  

Website: www.assew.org 

Email: info@assew.org 

 

Southeastern offers monthly morning parent support groups, an adults on the spectrum support group, a workshop series 

and many other special events. For more information, please visit their website.  

 

Upcoming Events: 

Dylan’s Run for Autism is Sunday, September 8
th
 at 10am on the Summerfest Grounds in Milwaukee. Register online at 

Dylansrun.com. Registration fee includes t-shirt for first 3000 people, admittance to Indian Summer Festival, continental 

breakfast, children’s activities, competitive timed 2-mile run, and untimed relaxed walk for families. Join us for Wisconsin’s 

largest annual autism awareness event!  

 

ASSEW Fall Conference is scheduled for October 11-12 in Waukesha at the Country Springs Hotel.  Speakers include  Lori 

Ernsperger, Ph.D., BACA-D, Amy Van Hecke, Ph.D., from Marquette University and  Peter Gerhardt, who will speak on Bridges 

to Adulthood: developing lives of dignity and quality.   Breakout sessions on Friday and Saturday will feature sessions for 

educators, parents, and law enforcement professionals.  

Chippewa Valley (ASCV) 

Website: http://www.cvasw.org/  

Email: autismsocietychippewavalley@yahoo.com   

 

The Chippewa Valley affiliate sends out information packets and a quarterly newsletter. For more information, contact Sherri 

Linderman at (715) 835-7602 or email autismsocietychippewavalley@yahoo.com  

http://autismlakeshore.org/
http://autismmadison.org/
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Membership Application 

The Autism Society of Wisconsin (ASW) shares membership with the local Autism Society affiliates listed below. By checking a 

local affiliate, you will join both the state and local affiliate and receive member benefits from both. To become a member of only 

the state chapter, leave this section blank. To become a member of the Autism Society of America, the Autism Society of South 

Central Wisconsin and/or the Autism Society of Southeastern Wisconsin and to find out more about their membership benefits, 

please contact them separately.  

   Autism Society of Central Wisconsin  (ASCW) 

Clark, Forest, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Oneida, Portage, 

Price, Taylor and Wood Counties. 

 

   Autism Society of Chippewa Valley  (CVAS) 

Sawyer, Polk, Barron, Rusk, St. Croix, Dunn, Chippewa, Pierce, 

Pepin, Eau Claire, Buffalo, Trempealeau and Jackson Counties.  

   Autism Society of the Fox Valley (ASFV)  

Outagamie, Winnebago, Calumet, Fond du Lac and 

Waupaca Counties 

 

   Autism Society of the Lakeshore (ASL) 

Manitowoc, Sheboygan, Calumet, Kewaunee and Door 

Counties 

 

   Autism Society of Northeast Wisconsin    

(ASNEW) 

Brown, Shawano, Oconto, Florence, Menomonie and  

Marinette Counties. 

Membership Categories :   Individual ($12) _____  Family ($15) _____        New Member _____       Renewing Member_____ 

Date of Application_______________________ 

Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ________________________________________ Phone (       ) _______________________ 

Email _________________________________________ ASW is going green! To receive a printed copy of the newsletter, please check here  

(Select one) 

Please send your completed membership form and payment to: 

Autism Society of Wisconsin 

1477 Kenwood Drive 

 Menasha, WI  54952 

Fax (920) 558-4611 

 

If you have questions, email ASW at asw@asw4autism.org or call 888-428-8476. 

_____Bill my Master Card/VISA Card #____________________________________ Exp Date____________ 

Authorized Signature __________________________________________________ 

_____Check enclosed, check #______________ 

_____Enclosed is a $10 contribution towards the cost of the newsletter—thank you! 

Additional contribution (tax deductible). 

_____ $25     _____$50     _____$100     _____ $ (Other) 

For office use only 

Date Rec’d_________ 

Check # __________ 

Amount $ _________ 

(Select one) 

Autism Society of South Central Wisconsin,  

autismsouthcentral.org or autismmadison@gmail.com  

 

Autism Society of Southeastern Wisconsin, www.assew.org or 

(414) 988-1260. 

Autism Society of America, www.autism-society.org or  

1-800-3-autism. 

http://autismmadison.org/
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ASW STAFF 
Executive Director  Events Coordinator 
Kirsten Cooper  Melissa Vande Velden 
 

Office Manager 
Kelly Brodhagen   

Newsletter Submissions 
 
Contributions to help support the ASW Newsletter are welcome! Articles of interest, 
stories/poetry of persons with autism, book reviews, chapter reports and upcoming 
conferences are accepted via email or mail for submission to the newsletter. 
Submissions can be sent to: Kelly Brodhagen, ASW Editor, 1477 Kenwood Drive, 
Menasha, WI  54952; email asw@asw4autism.org. Telephone: (888) 4-AUTISM  
Fax: (920) 558-4611 
 
Submissions deadlines are January 7, April 7, July 7 & October 7.  
 
Articles from this newsletter may be reprinted, giving credit to the author and ASW. 
Please send a copy of the publication using the article to ASW office. 
 
The ASW attempts to provide information on a variety of subjects. We do not 
endorse any individuals, groups or programs. References regarding programs, 
meetings, resources, research, opinions, treatment, etc., should not be interpreted 
as an indication of endorsement, but for informational purposes only. Responsibility 
for accuracy of information remains that of the author of the article. 
 
The ASW Editorial Review Board reserves the right to edit or refuse submissions. 

Address Update 
Please cut out or photocopy the mailing label and send/fax (920-558-4611) with 
corrections to ASW.  
 

___  Please remove my name from your mailing list. 

___  Please change my address as indicated. 

___  I am receiving duplicate newsletters. 

ASW Quarterly Board Meeting will be 
held on Saturday, July 13. 

 

Autism Society of Wisconsin  
1-888-4-AUTISM (WI only) 
1477 Kenwood Drive 
Menasha, WI  54952 
 
Return Service Requested 
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Board of Directors 

President 
Michele Matz 
 

President Elect 
Mike Riemer 
 

Secretary 
Bob Johnston 
 

Treasurer 
Mike Riemer 
 

Past President 
Dale Prahl 
 

Members At Large  
Judy Endow 
Peggy Helm-Quest 
Bob Johnston 
Milana Millan 
Robert Peyton 
 

Fox Valley  
Lisa Lesselyong 
 
Lakeshore 
Kelly Shariff 
 
Northeast WI 
Mike Riemer 
 
Chippewa Valley 
Tracey Balthazor  
 
Central WI 
Tom Miller 
 
 
 
 

Am I a Member? Check for your 
membership expiration date on 

your mailing address. 
Questions? Email 

asw@asw4autism.org  

***  If you would like an electronic copy sent to 

your email address instead, please email 

asw@asw4autism.org ****** 


