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Message from the President
Happy New Year to all the members of the Autism Society of Wisconsin! What a great year
2015 was for our organization! We had another successful Annual Conference featuring Dr.
Temple Grandin, as well as great participation in the first ever Big Give for Autism where we
raised additional funds to continue supporting our community.
As great as 2015 was, 2016 is shaping up to be even a better year with many opportunities
for our community to get involved! We started the year with our first ever coordinated
STATEWIDE fundraiser in conjunction with five of the Autism Society Affiliates in Wisconsin.
On January 23rd we jointly held the “Dancing to the Beat of a Different Drummer” event. I cannot even express the gratitude
and excitement that I personally feel over all of the Autism Society affiliates working closely together to bring this event to
our community. A huge THANK YOU goes out to everyone for bringing this together! You can get further information on the
event here: http://www.asw4autism.org/special_events.html
We will once again be partnering with Chili’s Restaurants in the month of March for “March into Chili’s for Autism”. When
you visit any Chili’s restaurant in Wisconsin during the month of March, simply present a voucher, which you will be able to
download from our website, and 15% of your total bill will be donated to ASW.
As always, April is going to be a very busy month. We’re planning our 2nd Annual Change for Autism campaign., a program
to help educate students in Wisconsin schools about autism while simultaneously raising money for ASW. We will be hosting
our annual Autism Night with the Green Bay Gambler’s on Saturday, April 2nd, and our annual Conference will once again be
held at the Kalahari Convention Center in Wisconsin Dells April 7th – 9th. Barry Prizant, author of Uniquely Human: A
Different Way of Seeing Autism will be our featured guest speaker. We are very excited to have him join us and I encourage
each of you to mark your calendars or better yet, visit our website at www.asw4autism.org/conferences_workshops to
register.
Finally we will continue our webinar series that has continued to
grow in popularity. The first of this year coming on Feb 10, 2016
with Barbara Katz, Co-Directory of Family Voices of Wisconsin.
You can get more information on this and other webinars here:
http://www.asw4autism.org/webinars.html.

Until next time, thank you again for this wonderful opportunity to
give back to an organization that once was such a help to this
newly diagnosed family.
Respectfully,
Michael Riemer
President, ASW
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Uniquely Human Neurotribe: Written by Judy Endow
From Judy Endow’s Blog, September, 2015
http://www.judyendow.com/advocacy/uniquely-human-neurotribe/
This past summer two new autism books were released within days of each other. Each, of it’s own accord, is a game changer
if readership becomes large enough. Together the two books could serve to alter the course of autism history in terms of who
is given the stage to tell the autistic story.

Neurotribes: The Legacy of Autism and the Future of Neurodiversity by Steve Silberman does exactly what the title says – lays
out lots of history. There are so many interesting parts that I never knew existed that have impacted what we believe we know
about autism. Even though the book is quite large – over 500 pages – there are lots of parts that got left out.
I am hoping for a second volume, perhaps titled something like Neurotribes; The Left Outs because through all of the history
of autism there have been the many factions of “left outs” when it comes to autistics. Historically, all autistics have been left
out of humanity – not considered to be human beings as so succinctly put by Ivar Lovaas in an article he wrote for Psychology
Today.
He [Lovaas] explained to Psychology Today, “You see, you start pretty much from scratch when you work with an autistic
child. You have a person in the physical sense – they have hair, a nose, and a mouth – but they are not people in the
psychological sense. One way to look at the job of helping autistic kids is to see it as a matter of constructing a person.
You have the raw materials, but you have to build the person.’
– Neurotribes, page 285
Understanding the history of the shaping of societal attitudes is important. It is the reason for where we are today. At this
point in time society generally regards parents of autistic children and professionals serving autistic children to be the experts
about autistic life. Autistic adults are disregarded. We have been and continue to be told we are either too autistic to possibly
know or not autistic enough to possibly know what it means to be autistic. It is time – past time – to change this dynamic!
The trouble is that even though autistic people have been speaking, writing, making films, screaming, politely talking, arguing,
pulling out hair (self and others) and employing all behaviors possible to get the world to hear very basic things about our
own autistic selves such as:


we already are human beings



we have feelings



we want friends



we have empathy



etc, etc, etc.

– even though numerous autistic adults have been saying these things for ever so long we are NOT heard simply because
society has adopted the view that autistic people cannot and do not have the authority to reliably speak on topics having to
do with anything autism related, including living the autistic life.
Enter Uniquely Human: A Different Way of Seeing Autism by Barry Prizant! If you are autistic and read this book you will
immediately recognize the word “different” in the title is meant for everyone NOT autistic. Those in our tribe (along with those
rare humans who stand with us) already have known what others will come to tout as “a different way of seeing autism” our
whole lives. Besides knowing it, we have also been saying it over and over and over for more than forever it seems already! But
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society has not heard in a big enough way to make an inroad, to make a difference in the way autistics are thought to be, and
as a result, treated by all factions of our modern society.
Here is what I posted on Amazon for Uniquely Human on September 2, 2015:
Reading this book was like a breath of fresh air! The author explains autistic reality for what it largely is – employing
solutions to make living in a world mismatched to our neurology possible. The reader has ample opportunity to shift
his own place from which he views autistic people.
Societal norms have determined that an autistic life is one lived from the view down under, meaning the majority
norm is the unspoken attainment of passing that autistics are meant to strive towards. Professionals often
congratulate themselves when they have taught their autistic clients enough skills so they can appear
“indistinguishable from their peers” regardless of the price paid by the autistic to maintain this indistinguishability.
Thank you Barry Prizant for pushing the envelope towards that future day when society might view autistic people as
sharing their world (rather than in our own world, often othered and living down under society’s “normal”). Thank you
most for already seeing us in that way.
Having Uniquely Human hit the shelves along with Neurotribes may have
the impetus to change the status quo. Because neither author is autistic
they will automatically be publicly heard over anyone autistic and over a
collective of autistic voices when it comes to the autistic life. For once –
this is a good thing! It is good because both of these authors say the
things autistics have been saying for a long time already. I am hoping
these two books pave the way for society to collectively begin to see that
autistics really do know about living the autistic life – that autistics are
the experts on what it means to be autistic.

I am hoping these two books
pave the way for society to
collectively begin to see that
autistics really do know about
living the autistic life – that
autistics are the experts on what
it means to be autistic.

Steve and Barry – Please team up, get out there and turn the tide. Thank you so very much for counting us already human and
for understanding why the rest of the world most often does not. As autistics, we cannot change this status quo. Because you
are NOT autistic you have that chance. Do us proud.
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2016 Autism Society of Wisconsin Conference
Kalahari Convention Center, Wisconsin Dells
Robert Pennington, Ph.D., BCBA-D
Creating a Climate for Competency:
An Instructional Approach to Challenging Behavior
Preconference Workshop, April 7
Challenging behavior serves as one of the greatest barriers to learners with intellectual disabilities and autism spectrum
disorders. In this fun and engaging workshop, participants learn how to design programs that build critical skills while reducing
an individuals need to engage in problem behavior. Participants will learn key elements of functional assessment, how to design
instructional programs and behavior intervention plans, and how to deliver staff training. In addition, we will emphasize the
role of communication in behavioral assessment and teach participants how to design programs that incorporate functional
communication training.

Barry Prizant, Ph.D, CCC-SLP
Uniquely Human-A Different Way of Seeing Autism
Keynote Address, April 8
Autism is usually portrayed as a checklist of deficits, including difficulties interacting socially, problems
in communicating, sensory challenges, and repetitive behavior patterns. This perspective leads to
therapies focused on ridding individuals of “autistic” symptoms. Now Dr. Barry M. Prizant, an internationally renowned autism
expert, offers a new and compelling paradigm: the most successful approaches to autism don’t aim at fixing a person by
eliminating symptoms, but rather seeking to understand the individual’s experience and what underlies the behavior.
In Uniquely Human, Dr. Prizant suggests a major shift in understanding autism: Instead of classifying “autistic” behaviors as
signs of pathology, he sees them as part of a range of strategies to cope with a world that feels chaotic and overwhelming.
Rather than curb these behaviors, it’s better to enhance abilities, build on strengths, and offer supports that will naturally lead
to more desirable behavior and a better quality of life. In fact, argues Dr. Prizant, attempts to eliminate “autistic” behaviors
may actually interfere with important developmental processes.

Amy Vaughan Van Hecke, Ph.D
Examining Neuroplasticity in ASD: Response to Evidence-Based Intervention
and Indicators of Mental Health
Keynote Address, April 9
Many intervention and therapy programs available today, for people with and without ASD, report to change the brain. But
how true are these claims? This talk will examine the research evidence for neuroplasticity due to evidence-based
interventions for ASD. Connections will be drawn between neural changes and changes in mood and mental health, as an
overall indicator of increased quality of life due to effective therapies.
Connecting Wisconsin:
Autism Society of Wisconsin Newsletter

www.asw4autism.org

Pg 4

Winter 2016

Breakout Session Highlights


Preventing Problem Behavior Through an Emotional Regulation Approach



Career Readiness and Functional Academics for Students with Autism Transitioning to Supportive Employment



Visual Strategies Impacting Reading Comprehension



Identifying and Supporting the Unique Needs of Girls on the Spectrum



Visual Resumes 2.0!



Sensory Overload vs. Behavioral Tantrums: Understanding the Difference and
How to Respond



Dating, Driving and the Changes of Adolescence with Autism



Practical Approaches for Inclusion of Students with Challenging Behaviors



Grandparents Can Make a Difference!



And MUCH MORE!

Special Events Highlights:


DPI Networking Session



Spectrum Social Hour



Pizza Party for Families



Essay Contest Award Ceremony



Talent Show & Dance



Sibshop



Bucket Raffle

The full conference program, conference information, and registration forms are available online at:

http://www.asw4autism.org/conferences_workshops.html
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New Behavioral Treatment Benefit - January, 2016
New Behavioral Treatment Benefit Now Available for Medicaid, BadgerCare Plus, and Katie Beckett Program
Members
For the past 10 years, Medicaid-eligible children who needed autism treatment may have received services through the
Medicaid Children’s Long-term Support Waiver (CLTS) Program. In July 2014, the federal government directed states to cover
autism treatment services under the Medicaid State Plan. In response, the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) is
transitioning autism treatment services from the CLTS Waiver Program to a new ForwardHealth behavioral treatment
benefit. ForwardHealth includes the Medicaid, BadgerCare Plus, and Katie Beckett programs. The new benefit became
available January 1, 2016.
Families Will Work Directly with Medicaid-Enrolled Behavioral Treatment Providers
Behavioral treatment will be provided under ForwardHealth as a regular benefit, like a physician service or well-child
screening. Families will no longer have to contact their waiver agency to receive behavioral treatment services. Instead, they
will work directly with their child’s Medicaid-enrolled behavioral treatment provider. Children will no longer be placed on a
wait list in order to receive treatment.
The ForwardHealth benefit includes two different types of treatment: comprehensive and focused. Comprehensive treatment
is an early intervention approach designed to address multiple aspects of development and behaviors in young children. This
approach typically entails a higher amount of weekly hours and longer duration of treatment. Focused treatment is
dedicated to addressing the child’s specific behaviors or developmental deficits. This approach typically includes fewer
weekly hours and shorter duration of treatment.
Medically Necessary, Evidence-Based Treatments Are Covered
Under the new benefit, ForwardHealth covers evidence-based treatment modalities, including Applied Behavioral Analysis
and Early Start Denver Model. Families will work with their child’s Medicaid-enrolled behavioral treatment provider to
determine the number of treatment hours their child needs. Services provided under ForwardHealth must be medically
necessary for the child. Medical necessity is determined by ForwardHealth through the prior authorization (PA) process. The
child’s provider will submit a PA request to ForwardHealth on the family’s behalf. All PA requests for behavioral treatment
services are considered by the PA clinicians on staff with ForwardHealth. Once a PA request is approved by ForwardHealth,
the child may begin treatment.
Children on State Autism Wait List
One of DHS’s top priorities is to ensure that the children on the state Autism Wait List receive the treatment they need. In
October 2015, DHS sent letters to providers with children on the wait list requesting them to submit PA requests to
ForwardHealth. Providers were asked to request services to begin on or after January 1, 2016. DHS has prioritized the clinical
PA review process for these children.
Transition Plan for Children Receiving Treatment Under CLTS Waiver Program
Children who are currently receiving treatment under the CLTS Waiver Program will be transitioned to the new
ForwardHealth benefit from May through October 2016. In order to effectively manage the volume of children transitioning,
DHS has worked with waiver agencies and providers to assign each child a transition month between May and October.
Providers will need to submit a PA request for the transitioning child in advance of the child’s transition date. Once the child
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has an approved PA request, the child may begin receiving behavioral treatment under ForwardHealth.
Families of a Medicaid-eligible child who is newly diagnosed with a behavioral treatment need may work with their Medicaidenrolled behavioral treatment provider to request treatment at any time. The provider will need to submit a PA request for
the child. Once the child has an approved PA request, he or she may begin receiving behavioral treatment under
ForwardHealth.
Ongoing Support Services Available Under CLTS Waiver Program
Children and families may continue to receive an array of supports and services under the CLTS Waiver Program. The
eligibility criteria for the CLTS Waiver Program have not changed.
For More Information
For additional information, families are encouraged to sign up to receive email updates regarding the new behavioral
treatment benefit at www.dhs.wi.gov/clts/waiver/autism/updates.htm.Behavioral treatment providers with questions may
refer to the ForwardHealth Portal at www.forwardhealth.wi.gov or call ForwardHealth Provider Services at 800-947-9627.

Community of Practice on Autism Spectrum Disorder and other
Developmental Disabilities
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Change for Autism!

This April, the Autism Society of Wisconsin is asking schools across Wisconsin to join our 2nd Annual Change for Autism
campaign. Join our efforts to educate students about autism while raising money for the Autism Society of Wisconsin!
How can you get involved?


Contact the Autism Society of Wisconsin to let us know your school plans to participate.



Share facts about autism throughout the month of April (provided by the Autism Society of Wisconsin).



Collect containers (like empty milk jugs) for each classroom to hold change.



Spread the word and start collecting spare change throughout the month of April.



At the end of April, count your change and report your totals back to the Autism Society of Wisconsin.

The school that raises the most money will win a pizza party for the top 3 classrooms! All participating schools will be
entered in a drawing to win two free registrations to an Autism Society of Wisconsin conference.
Name of School ____________________________________________________________
Address of School ___________________________________________________________
Number of Students _________________________________________________________
Number of Classrooms _______________________________________________________
Contact Person _____________________________________________________________
Phone _________________________ Email _____________________________________

Please send completed forms to:
Autism Society of Wisconsin
1477 Kenwood Dr.
Menasha, WI 54952
Fax: 920-558-4611
Email: kcooper@asw4autism.org
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Giving Opportunities
Invest in the future of the Autism Society of Wisconsin!
Explore all the ways to give:







Employee/Matching Gifts – Many employers encourage employees to give by matching employee gifts dollar-fordollar. Check with your human resource department to find out more.
Honorary – Celebrate a birthday, anniversary or other special occasion with a gift honoring a spouse, friend, family
member or other loved one.
Memorial – Memorial gifts made to the Autism Society of Wisconsin are to celebrate and honor the life of a loved
one.
Planned Giving – Receive tax and other financial benefits while giving to the Autism Society. Plan a gift for the
future by working with a financial advisor to set up an IRA Charitable Rollover, trust or bequest, or beneficiary
designation on a life insurance policy.
Unrestricted Giving- Give a cash donation that allows us to fund programs which need it most. Donations can be
mailed to the ASW office or can be made online through our Network for Good site, accessed from our home page:
www.asw4autism.org.
Autism Society of Wisconsin
1477 Kenwood Dr.
Menasha, WI 54952

Please call our office for more information on any of these giving opportunities.
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Essay Contest
In recognition of Autism Awareness Month this April, the Autism Society of Wisconsin is
sponsoring its 11th Annual Autism Awareness Essay Contest. The contest is being held to
recognize positive friendships between students with autism and their peers.
Research has shown that inclusion of children with special needs in the classroom can be
beneficial for all children by creating more opportunities for meaningful friendships and
increased acceptance of individual differences. The Autism Awareness Essay Contest is an opportunity to hear from the
students about their experiences and how these friendships have influenced their lives. We are looking for essays that show
true friendships between students with autism and their peers. Essay winners in the past have included stories about how
their friendship started, what the friends like to do together, why students appreciate their friends with autism, and more. We
also encourage individuals with autism to participate and share the friendships they’ve gained as a result of
inclusion. Deadline to submit essays is March 6, 2016.

Upcoming Webinars
“Did You Know? Now You Know!”
February 10, 2016, 11:30am-12:30pm.
Presenter: Barbara Katz
This webinar will provide an overview of health insurance and how to best use your
benefits, Medicaid and the impact of the Affordable Care Act, long term supports and
services, and resources for children with disabilities and special health care needs from birth through young adulthood.
This is a training designed for those who are new to supports for their child or feel their knowledge could be increased.

Save the Date for Disability Advocacy Day
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Help us fulfill our mission!
Support the Autism Society of Wisconsin by making a tax deductible gift! All donations are appreciated.
________$25

________$50

________$75

Donations may be sent to:
Autism Society of Wisconsin
1477 Kenwood Drive
Menasha, WI 54952

________$100

________$200

_______$ Other

We also accept donations online . Click the Donate Now button on our
homepage: www.asw4autism.org
Thank you for your support!
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